INTRODUCTION

“Study to show yourself an approved workman…” so says the good old Apostle Paul to Timothy and indeed to all Christians. The need for a systematic Bible Study Outline has become imperative in the Church because the lack of proper understanding of the Bible obviously breeds spiritual ignorance, which is not only dangerous but also expensive in many ways.

It is in this light that I present this material to the Church, which I believe will go a long way to enrich our knowledge in the word of God. This study material is the compilation of Bible Study Outlines I have prepared over the past years of ministry.

The study is in three parts.  Part One aims at equipping the Home cell and Bible study Leaders to properly understand the Home Cell concept and also to know how to lead their groups well. Part Two comprises of Thirteen Foundational Lessons for new converts, while Part Three covers a systematic one hundred week outlines on various topics tailored to build the saints into maturity. 

I am highly indebted to Apostle (Dr.) Michael K. Ntumy, the Chairman of the Church Of Pentecost, the International Executive Council, Area and National Heads of the Church Of Pentecost who encouraged me to put more “flesh” to this material to make it easier for use as a study outline for the entire Church Of Pentecost.

Much thanks goes to the Principal and the Faculty of the Church Of Pentecost Bible College for scrupulously editing the material and offering valuable suggestions. Pastors Dan Walker and Emmanuel Apea need special commendation for their time and valuable input. I am also indebted to all my Bible Study and Home Cell leaders at Adukrom-Akwapim, Tema, Bolgatanga, Zambia and Sunyani for helping to carry out the vision of making the word known in clearer terms to everybody. My appreciation also goes to the District Pastors, Area Presbytery and Area office staff at Sunyani for their unflinching support in diverse ways. Finally, I am thankful to God for the life of my dear wife Rachel and our lovely children who have remained prayerfully supportive of my ministry over the years. All imperfections in the material (hopefully few) remain exclusively mine.

To God be the glory for His enabling grace, which has made this material, a possibility. May He richly illuminate your minds as you prayerfully go through this Study Material. 

God bless you.

REV. ALFRED KODUAH 

GENERAL SECRETARY 
PART ONE

THE HOME CELL LEADER’S GUIDE

PART ONE

WHAT EVERY HOME CELL GROUP AND BIBLE STUDY LEADER MUST KNOW
HOME CELL GROUPS

MATT. 18:20

1) WHAT IS A HOME CELL?

a) It is a group of Christians normally numbering between 8 and 12 who meet in a  home of one of them for prayer, worship, Bible study, sharing and caring.

b) Biologically, a cell is the smallest basic unit of a living organism.  Much the same way, the home cell group is a small unit of a church who meet in a geographical location for prayer, worship, Bible study, sharing and caring.

c) As mature cells multiply biologically, the Home Cell Group should divide when the membership grows to between 16 and 20.

2) MEMBERSHIP

a) It is open to both Christians and interested non-Christians, friends and neighbours.

b) New members should be able to join at any time.

c) Normally, the group meet within geographical locations but sometimes it is according to age, sex or profession.

d) As its main aim is to have fellowship among Christians and also to win the lost within the locality, it must always be evangelistic minded.

3) WHY HOME CELL GROUP?

1) THEY ARE SCRIPTURAL

· Jesus taught in homes – MK. 2:1-2; 9:33-35.

· The Early Church met in homes for some 150 years before putting up the first Church building – Acts 2:46; 5:42.  Acts 16:40; 20:20.  Acts 18:7; Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 16:19; Col; 4:15; Phil; 2;

2) THEY ARE EFFECTIVE

FOR EVANGELISM

· Cornelius home – Acts 10:23-24.

· Paul’s residence – Acts 28:30-31.

· China and Korea – the phenomenal growth of the Church depends largely on the Home Cells.

FOR EDIFICATION

· To help believers grow to maturity.

· It brings the Church nearer to the people.

· It leads to household salvation – Acts 10:22, 24; 18:7-8.

3) THEY ARE ESSENTIAL

· For personal growth and equipping for ministry.

· Members can work together in evangelism, ministry and    prayer.

· It helps to identify, train and multiply leadership.

· The congregation is organised into smaller units for closer co-ordination.

· It serves as a strategic base for evangelism in a specific area – Matt. 5:14-16.

· The Pastor can teach the cell groups through leaders.

· The Pastoral care is shared effectively among a larger number of leadership – Ex. 18:13-26; Acts 6:1-7.

· It makes every member to become a minister in the locality – 

Eph. 4:12.

· For survival during persecution Pastors can be removed, Church buildings closed, and worship meetings banned, but Home Cell Groups can still continue as they have done in China during the last 30 years – Acts 8:1-8, Acts 28; 30-31.

· There are not enough church buildings to contain all the harvest of souls.

· It creates more points of entry into the Body of Christ as it makes for more spiritual tributaries into the stream.

· It is interesting to note that most churches start in  homes.

4) WHO CAN LEAD A HOME CELL GROUP?

1. One chosen, called by God, recognized by the Church – Acts 13:2-3.

2. The person must have a complete understanding, vision and potential for the Home Cell Group system.

3. He must be committed to maintain unity (Eph. 4:4), serve the people (Mk. 10:43, 44; 1 Pet. 5:2, 3), desire to have a personal spiritual development and willing to pray daily for the Home Cell Group members, new comers, the programme and leaders.

4. He must be filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 6:3; 10:38), walking in the spirit (Gal. 5:25), gifted in teaching, pastoring, planning and organising  - 1 Cor. 12:28.

5. He must be prepared to live by example.  He must have a consistent Christian life – 1 Tim. 3:1-13, humble and teachable – 1 Pet. 5:5, ability to persevere – Heb. 10:36 and willing to submit to the leadership of the Church – Heb. 13:17.

6. He must be one with a shepherd’s heart – a guide, protector, and nurturer – one who is concerned and cares for the needs of others.

5) HOW TO ORGANISE A HOME CELL MEETING

1. PROGRAMME:  The whole meeting which should last up to 2 hours may include the following:

· Prayer – 10 minutes.

· Song of praise – 10 minutes.

· Welcoming new comers – 5 minutes.

· Worship – 20 minutes.

· Testimonies – 5 minutes.

· Ministry of the Word/Bible Study – 1 hour.

· Prayer – 10 minutes.

2. Programmes may vary when necessary – Members are to be encouraged to be regular, punctual and ready to participate.

· The leaders must try to keep to time and close at the right time.

· Offerings may be taken to help the Church and assist the Welfare needs of the members.

· Where possible, light refreshment may be served after the meeting to enhance fellowship.

· Record of attendance must be kept.

· Follow up new comers.

· Prayer and worship must be organised and lead as if it was in a chapel situation except that members are encouraged to tone down their voices so as not to disturb the neighbourhood.

· Musical instruments may be used but must also be toned down so as not to disturb the neighbourhood.

6) HOW TO EVANGELISE THROUGH HOME CELL GROUPS

1. AIM TO EVANGELISE

· Cell members must be convinced of this – Acts 2:43-47; Acts 5:42.

· Cell members must work ceaselessly towards this goal.

2. MOTIVATE CONTINUALLY

· To develop love and compassion for others – Matt. 9:36.

· To mobilise every member to witness – Rom. 1:16

· To build faith in God – Acts 4:20; Jn. 14:12.

3. ENGAGE IN PRAYER

· For the entire Home Cell Group.

· For spirit filled leaders.

· For souls to be won.

4. SET TARGETS

· Realistically – Do what you can; say what you know; start where you are.

· Specifically – e.g. each group member to win 2 souls in a month.

5. MAKE PLANS

· To identify receptive people e.g. those who are sick, those with problems.

· To identify all possible contacts e.g. home, work place, school, Church, club, etc.

6. GIVE INVITATIONS

· Write out a prospective list.

· Pray over them.

· Introduce fellow believers to them.

· Invite them to the Home Cell Group.

· Persevere till contacts respond.

7. MAKE PROGRAMME ATTRACTIVE

· Be warm and welcoming.

· Be clear and convincing.

· Share your testimony.

· Proclaim Jesus as Lord.

· Pray for needs and expect God for miracles.

· Please keep to time (P.K.T.T)

· Note:  Without these ingredients, Home Cell Group evangelism cannot be effective.

7) HOW TO ENCOURAGE CARING AND SHARING

TEACH ABOUT BODY LIFE – 1 Cor. 12.

· We are one body – Verse 12.

· We need each other – Verse 12.

· We care for one another – Verse 25.

· We identify with one another – Verse 26.

DEVELOP TRUST

· Members must be urged to keep matters confidential.

· The leader must set example in this.

· Serious cases may be reported to the Pastor, preferably with the arrangement with the counselee.

ENCOURAGE SHARING

Acts 2:44, 45; Acts 4:35-35.

· Opportunities must be given for sharing needs, items, for prayer.

· Sharing must be mutual.

· Members must learn to listen 

· Without counseling

· Without condemnation

· Without criticism

· Members must be encouraged to share their resources:

· Time – helping with practical needs e.g. baby sitting.

· Talent – helping financially as appropriate. This must be done with circumspection.

PRACTICE CARING

· The leader should visit the members on regular basis

· Members can be encouraged to contact each other during the week.

· The group should rally around a member in a crisis situation.

HOW TO LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDIES

1. A group leader gives guidance to the group he leads.  He encourages members in the group to participate.  A group leader encourages everyone in the group to participate and give guidance to the group.

2. A group leader encourages participation by everyone in the group when he has each person read a verse out loud from the chapter that is being studied.

3. A group leader also encourages participation by every member of the group when he asks each person to answer the question “what do you think about this passage?”

4. When a group leader does all the reading of scripture, answering of questions and talking, he is no longer a group leader but a Bible Teacher.

5. Any one can be a group leader but only those who have special Bible training should attempt to be a Bible Teacher.

6. When the leader does all the speaking, it means that the members have no opportunity to participate.  When this happens the leader has become a Bible Teacher and no longer a group leader.

7. Each class member should participate in reading a verse as the chapter is read.  Each class member should be encouraged to give answer to every question.  This is good group leadership.

8. Patience is required when leading a Bible study.  Some members would want to do all the talking.  Others will not participate at all.  A good practice to be followed by the leader is patience.
9. When a group leader asks a question, members may be very slow to answer.  The leader may be too quick to tell the answer before members can think about the question.  The leader must be patient and wait for the members to respond.

10. If shy members do not respond, the leader should help them by encouraging them to participate by asking them by name to answer the questions.   A good group leader encourages all members to participate.

11. A good leader should be sensitive to the non-Christians in the group and encourage them to become followers of Jesus Christ by believing in Him and repenting of their sins.  A good leader not only is patient and gives guidance but also encourages non-Christians to become followers of Jesus Christ.

12. The Holy Spirit must participate if the group is to be successful.  Only the Holy Spirit is able to bring conviction and conversion.  The two main works of the Holy Spirit in one’s salvation are conviction and conversion.

13. A strong leader can sometimes lead a person to change religions.  This cannot be done without the help of the Holy Spirit.

14. Group leaders can sow the seed of the Good News.  The Holy Spirit is the only one who can bring about the harvest.  Therefore, the leader must depend on the Holy Spirit to make members followers of Christ Jesus.

15. A leader who is a new Christian could lead a Bible study group, even if he has had little experience.
16. A leader can begin a new Bible Study group even if he has little experience, training or money.
17. We have studied things a group leader should do.  Now let’s look at three things a group leader should not do.  Often a leader of a Bible study group knows more about the Bible than class members.  The leader sometimes will feel proud of the advantage.  He then feels that he must tell all he knows on everything talked about.  This attitude is undesirable. 

18. It is not a sign of ignorance for the leader to be silent and listen.  When a leader is silent it does not mean that he is ignorant.

19. A leader should not feel that on every subject he must tell all he knows or be in authority.
20. In a Bible Study group, some will attend in the beginning who want to show their intelligence by being “philosophers” or “debaters”.  It is a waste of time to debate with these people.  These philosophers or debaters usually are seeking attention for themselves.
21. A philosopher will jump from subject to subject.  If the leader debates all the philosopher’s questions, the philosopher will become the real leader of the study time.  This debating will bring the class members to confusion.
22. A group will become confused if there is debating with philosophers.

23. When one person dominates the time and does all the talking, it means that the group leader is not giving good leadership.

24. When one person takes all the time, it makes it impossible for other class members to participate.

25. A good group leader never permits one person or two persons to dominate the time and do all the talking.

26. We have studied three things the leader should not do when practicing good group leadership.  These three rules are: The leader should not feel that he must tell all that he knows on every subject.  The leader must not debate with philosophers.

27.  The leader should not let one person dominate the time.

NB:  Culled from The Family Devotional Study Bible – NIV.

1. HOW TO ASSESS THE HEALTH OF YOUR HOME CELL GROUP

The group leader and the group members should do assessment of the group every three months.

PURPOSE

· Is Evangelism the main aim of your group?

· How much time is given to praying for evangelism?

· How many newcomers did you attempt to bring in?

· How many newcomers did you have?

· How is your group following up newcomers?

· Did the new comers feel at home in the group? Give your reasons.

· Were there testimonies about members’ spiritual growth?  Give examples.

· What evidence is there of encouragement and concern?

· What evidence is there that members have grown closer to one another?

· Do members share on a deep and personal level?

· Do members visit one another?

PROGRAMME

· Is the worship inspiring and helpful?

· Which of the spiritual gifts are freely exercised?

· Is the teaching material generally helpful and relevant?

· How has the Word of God been shared effectively?

· Do members testify spontaneously?

· How can the programme be improved?

PLACE

· Is it quiet and conducive?

· Is it convenient for the members and the host?

· Is it too congested for the group?
PEOPLE

· Is there a sense of purpose and direction in the group?

· Is there a sense of unity in the group?

· Is there good leadership in the group?

· Which new leaders are being trained up?

· Are members submissive to the leaders?

· Are members regular and punctual?

· Do members have a desire for the group to grow? How do you know?


PART TWO

NEW CONVERTS’ CLASSES

PART TWO
STUDY ONE:
REPENTANCE

WHAT REPENTANCE IS NOT      MEMORY VERSE:
ROM. 10:9

1. Not simple conviction of sin.  The feeling of guilt and shame for sin because one has been found out or arrested.

2. Not being sorry for a wrongdoing.

3. Not reforming your life or trying to turn a new leaf or make a fresh start.

4. Not trying to be religious.

5. Not having a “head faith” – Rom. 10:9.

WHAT TRUE REPENTANCE IS

The dictionary defines repentance as “sorrow for a deed or regret”.  “To feel regret for a deed or omission”,  “To desire to change one’s life as a result of sorrow for one’s sin.”

1. It is a godly grief for sin – 2 Cor. 7:10.

2. Repentance involves the total personality – The total Person.

3. Repentance is a complete change of heart and mind.  It involves the new way we FEEL and THINK about sin.  This makes us to turn from sin.  This change of mind involves or intellect. The change of heart involves our emotions and will. Judas changed his mind and not his will.

4. It is not having a “head faith” but a “heart faith”.

THE IMPORTANCE OF REPENTANCE

1. Jesus first sermon was: “REPENT, for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand” – Matt. 4:17.

2. John the Baptist’s first sermon was: “REPENT, for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand” – Matt. 3:2.

3. Peter preached on REPENTANCE on the Day of Pentecost – Acts 2:38.

4. Paul preached REPENTANCE – Acts 17:30.

5. The Prophets of old also preached REPENTANCE – Eze. 14:6; Jer. 15:19.

6. Without repentance all men will perish – Lk. 13:3.

7. The Lord is still calling on all to repent – Rev. 2:5.

HOW TO REPENT

1) Have a godly grief for sin – 2 Cor. 7:10

2) Confess the known sins by name – Lk. 18:13. 1 Jn. 1:9.

3) Believe that once the sin is sincerely confessed, it is forgiven. 1 Jn. 1:9

4) Forsake the sin – Prov. 28:13. Jn. 8:11, Rom. 6:1.

5) Resolve to bear fruits of repentance – Matt. 3:8.

6) Make restitution where possible – Lk. 19:1-10.

7) REMEMBER where you have fallen from, REPENT from your sin and RETURN to the Lord – Rev. 2:5.

8) Continually examine your ways and RETURN to the Lord – Lam. 3:40.

STUDY TWO

SALVATION

INTRODUCTION:  Salvation, the most important subject yet perhaps the most misunderstood in the contemporary society.
WHAT SALVATION IS NOT

1 Salvation is NOT mere Bible knowledge i.e. ability to recite Bible passages, quoting verses etc.  Though this is good, it cannot save anyone.  Nicodemus was a Jewish teacher but Jesus told him to be born again – Jn. 3:3-10.

2 Salvation is NOT PRAYER.  Ability to pray and fast alone cannot save anybody.  Lydia was a Women’s Prayer Group leader but was not saved – Acts 16:13-15. – Until Paul presented the gospel to her.

3 Salvation is NOT trying to be a good person.  Cornelius was a good man but he was not saved until Peter came to share the Gospel with him – Acts 10:1-4, 44-48.

4 Salvation is NOT DENOMINATION – Belonging to this church or that church does not bring salvation; though belonging to a good Bible believing Church can help you understand salvation.

5 Salvation is not REFORMATION i.e. turning over a new leaf or making resolutions at the beginning of a new year.  Remember that the mistakes in the pages will not be blotted when you turn over new leaf.

6 Salvation is NOT Confirmation or Water Baptism i.e. being confirmed or baptised in water or reciting catechism without the born again experience no one can be saved.

7 Salvation is NOT being born into a Christian home or having Christian parents.   Though this is good, it cannot save anybody – Jn 1:13.

8 Salvation is NOT Church Attendance.  Though church attendance is good, it cannot save anybody if the person does not accept Jesus Christ as his or her personal saviour.

9 Salvation is NOT Isolation i.e. “Holier than thou” attitude, wearing of special religious dresses does not constitute salvation.

10 Being buried by a priest/pastor or in a church Cemetery does NOT attain salvation.  Though the rich man was properly buried he went to hell – Lk. 16:19-23.

11 Salvation is NOT trying to be religious.
The Pharisees and others were religious yet they killed Jesus.

12 Salvation is NOT Almsgiving – Cornelius gave alms to the poor yet he was not saved – Acts 10:4; 44-48.

13 Salvation is NOT having theological degrees or being a zealous church member or chorister, etc.  The Pharisees, Sadducees, Scribes had theological knowledge in Jesus’ time but they were not saved and killed Jesus.

14 Salvation is NOT doing good deeds.  The Bible says our own righteousness 

(Good deeds) are like filthy rags – Is. 64:6; Eph. 2:2-10.

WHAT IS SALVATION?

Salvation is the rescue or deliverance from sin and from the wrath of God. Salvation is God’s activities in bringing humans into a right relationship with Himself through Jesus Christ.

Salvation is the acceptance of one’s sinfulness, repenting of those sins, believing and accepting Jesus Christ as one’s Lord and personal saviour.

Salvation is a complete change of mind (repentance) and committal of one’s faith unto the Lord.

NB.  Salvation is based on personal faith.  No one can believe for the other.

THE NEED FOR SALVATION

All have sinned – Rom. 3:23; Ps. 51:5; Rom. 5:12, 18-19.

The wages of sin is death – Rom. 6:23; Gal. 6:7; Heb. 2:2.

The agony of hell – Rev. 20:11-15.

HOW TO BE SAVED

     Use the following A B C plan:

A Accept that you are a sinner and that you cannot save yourself, so you need Jesus.

B Believe on the Lord Jesus as your Lord and personal saviour.  Repent of your sins – Rom. 10:9-10.

C Confess with your mouth that Jesus is your Lord – Rom. 10:9-10.  Invite Jesus Christ into your life and resolve to live for Him.

BENEFITS OF SALVATION 

When someone is born again (saved); that person:

1. Has all sins are forgiven – Col. 1:14; 2:13.

2. Is justified by faith – Rom. 5:l; 3:24.

3. Is redeemed by the blood of Jesus – Rev. 5:9.

4. Has access to God’s grace – Eph. 2:18; 3:13.

5. Becomes a child of God – Jn. 1:12; 1 Jn. 3:1.

6. Is added into God’s family – Gal. 4:5; Eph. 2:19; Eph. 1:5.

7. Receives spiritual inheritance – Acts 26:18.

8. Has heavenly citizenship – Phil. 3:20.

9. Becomes an heir of God – Rom. 8:17; Gal. 3:29.

10. Is a new creation – 2 Cor. 5:17

11. Is a servant of God – Rom. 6:22.

12. Becomes a priest of God – 1 Pet. 2:9

13. Is reconciled to God – Eph. 2:12-13; Rom 5:10.

14. Is sanctified – 1 Cor. 6:11.

15. Is accepted in the Beloved One – Eph. 1:6.

16. Is baptized into Christ’s Body – Gal. 3:27; 1 Cor. 12:13.

17. Is saved by Christ Jesus – Acts 16:31.

18. Is buried and risen with Christ – Col. 3:3; Rom. 6:4.

19. Has Christ within him – Rev. 3:20; Col. 1:27.

20. Possesses eternal life – Jn. 3:16; 10:28; 1 Jn. 5:11-13.

21. Has his/her name is recorded in heaven – Lk. 10:10; Phil. 4:3; Rev. 13:8.

22. Is seated with Christ in the heavenly realm – Eph. 2:6.

23. Receives a blessed hope – Tit. 2:13.

24. Has fellowship with the true God – 1 Jn. 2:3; Jn. 14:21.

25. Has mansions of glory– Jn. 14:2.

26. Is born again – Jn. 3:3, 5, 7; 1 Pet. 1:23.

27. Becomes the temple of God – 1 Cor. 6:19.

28. Is sealed by the Holy Spirit – Eph. 1:13; 4:30.

29. Jesus becomes his/her Advocate – 1 Jn. 2:1.

30. Has victory over the world – 1 Jn. 5:4.

31. Is Christ’s ambassador – 2 Cor. 5:20.

32. Is followed by goodness and mercy– Ps. 23:6.

33. Has peace with God – Rom. 5:1; Jn. 14:27; Phil. 4:7.

CONCLUSION:  After receiving such a great salvation, we should keep on living a life of holiness so that the Lord’s name shall be glorified because of us  - Gal. 1:24; Jn. 2:29.
STUDY THREE

FIRST FOLLOW-UP MEETING
This section is to help the new believer to be assured of his or her salvation. Please Read ALL texts. Begin with a short prayer.   Read Rev. 3:20 and point out what one receive the moment one receives Christ.

1. Christ comes into your life

a. What does Christ promise?  (Answer: To come into our lives)

b. What must we do?  (Answer: Open the heart’s door and ask Him in)

c. Have you opened the door of your heart? (Answer: Yes, I have)

d. Did Christ come in? (Answer: Yes, I know by faith He has)

NB.  We want the new convert to understand that he/she can be sure of his/her salvation because Christ promised to come in if we ask Him.

2. Your sins are forgiven – Col. 1:13-14; Col. 2:13.

a) What do you now have in Jesus?  (Answer:  The forgiveness of sins)

b) How many of your sins are forgiven?  (Answer:  All)

The new Christian should understand that all his/her sins are forgiven through Christ Jesus.  However, he/she must repent of all known sins, confess and forsake them – Prov. 28:13; 1Jn. 1:8-9; Ps. 32:5.

GROWING IN THE LORD

SECOND FOLLOW-UP MEETING
This is to help the new Christian to know God better and to grow spiritually thus becoming a mature disciple of Christ Jesus.

Begin with a prayer.  Use a Bible to read each verse.

1) Go to God in prayer daily – John 15:7.

a) What promises does Christ make in this verse concerning prayer?  (Answer:  He will give us what we ask for if we abide in Him).

b) What does it mean to “abide” in Christ?  (Answer:  To obey His Commandments)

c) How does praying help us to get to know God better?  (Answer:  God’s answer to our prayer tells us about His faithfulness, love, goodness, kindness etc.

	NB:
	The new Christian must learn that God will surely answer His children as they bring their needs to Him.  You might share some of the things you ask God for.


2) Read God’s Word daily (Acts 17:11) Begin with the Gospel of John.

a) What does it mean to “Search the Scripture?”  (Answer:  To study the Bible, seeking answers to your questions from it.  You will also apply what you learn in your life).

b) How is God’s word to a Christian life like milk to a newborn baby?  (See 1 Peter 2:2)   (Answer:  It helps us to grow in our Christian life).

c) When would be a good time for you to have your personal Bible study?  (Answer:  Have the new Christian set a time for his/her own personal study).

	NB:
	The new Christian needs to know the importance of regular personal Bible Study.  You should help him/her start a regular study.


3) Obey God every moment – John 14:21.

a) According to this verse, how can you show that you love Jesus?  (Answer:  By obeying Him).


   NB:    Encourage the new Christian to obey God’s word.

4) Witness for Christ by your life and word – Matt. 4:19; Jn. 15:8

a) How does this verse say we can glorify God?  (Answer:  By bearing much fruit).

b) What does it mean “to bear fruit”  (Answer:  To bring others to Christ).  Read Matt. 4:19.

c) Who is a “fisher of men?”  (Answer:  One who wins souls to Christ).

d) From this verse, how can you become a “fisher of men?”  (Answer:  By witnessing for Christ).

	NB:
	Encourage the new Christian to share these things with others so that they too can experience Christ.


5) Trust God for Every Detail of Your life – 1 Peter 5:7.

a) What does this verse say about God?  (Answer:  God cares for us and so we should not to be anxious about anything.)

b) Can you think of a better person to trust to care for every detail of your life?  

(Answer:  No one else).

6) Let the Holy Spirit, who is now in you, control and give power to your daily life – 

Gal. 5:16-17.
STUDY FOUR

7 LESSONS FOR NEW CONVERTS
LESSON ONE

KNOW THAT YOU HAVE ETERNAL LIFE  - MEMORY VERSE 1JN. 1:9
1. What three things about Jesus must we know?  - 1 Cor. 15:3-4

a) ……………………………  b)  ……………………  c)  ………………………

2. What must we believe about Jesus?  Who is He?  - Matt. 16:16

….………………………………………………………………………………………

3. How can we know that we have eternal life?  - Jn. 20:31; 1 Jn. 5:11-13.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

4. We are not to fall short in our Christian life, how could this be?  Phil. 4:13.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

5. How can we know that we shall never perish?  - Jn. 10:28; 3:16.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

6. How can we know that our sins are forgiven? – 1 Jn 1:9

………………………………………………………………………………………..

7. When does God forgive us our sins? – 1 Jn. 1:9.

……………………………………………………………………………..…………

8. Which of our sins does God forgive?  - 1 Jn. 1:9.

………………………………………………………………………….……………..

9. What do we become when we believe? – Jn. 1:12.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

10. How can one become a child of God? – Jn. 1:12.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

NB   What have you leant about eternal life? …………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………

LESSON TWO

IMPORTANCE OF THE BIBLE
MEMORY VERSE:


2 TIM. 3:16

1) Who wrote the Bible?  Man or God? – 2 Pet. 1:21

…………………………………………………………………………………………

2) Why should we study the Bible?

Read the following and show why you ought to read your Bible daily:

Joshua1:8……………………………………………………………………………

Psalm119:9………………………………………………………………….………

John 5:39……………………………………………………………………………

Acts 20:32………………………………………………………………..…………

Romans10:17……………………………………………………………………….

Eph.6:17…………………………………………………………………………….

Tit.1:9……………………………………………………………………………….

1Pet.1:25…………………………………………………………………………...

Rev.1:3………………………………………………………………...……………

3) What is the Bible to the Christian?

a) Psalm 119:105……………………………………………………..……………

b) Psalm 119:103…………………………………………………..……………...

c) Eph.6:17; Heb. 4:12….…………………………………………..…………….

	NB
	What have you learnt about the Bible?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


LESSON THREE

PRAYER

MEMORY VERSE:


1 THESS. 5:17

1. Whom are we to pray to?  - Matt. 5:6

…………………………………………………………………………………………

2. When should we pray?  - 1 Thess. 5:17

………………………………..………………………………………………………

3. Who are we to pray for? – Tim. 2:1-4; James 5:6


…………………………………….………………………………………….……… 

4. What are we to pray about?  - Phil. 4:6, 19

………………………..………………………………………………………………

5. In whose name should we pray? – Jn. 14:13-14

……………………….……………………………………………………..…………

6. Why are some prayers not answered? – James 4:3; 1 Peter 3:7

……………………………………………………………………………………….

a) James 1:5-8……………………………………………………………………….

b) Isa. 59:2……………………………………………..…………………………….

c) Mk. 11:25-26……………………………………..………………………………...

d) Psalm 66:18…………………………………………………………...……………

e) 1 Peter 3:7……………………………….…………………………...……………

f) James 4:3………………………………….…………………………...……………

7. What happens if we fail to pray? – Matt. 26:41; 1 Peter 5:8.

…………….……………………...………………………………………..……………

	NB
	What have you learnt about prayer?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


LESSON FOUR

KNOW AND CLAIM GOD’S PROMISE

1) Because you have believed in Christ, the Bible says you are:

a. Eph. 2:13 ………………………………………………………………………….

b. 2 Cor. 5:21 …………………………………………..…………………………….

c. Col. 1:21-22 ……………………………………..………………………………...

d. Tit. 3:7 ………………………………………………………………...……………

e. Rev. 6:1-6 ……………………………….……………..……………...……………

f. Rom.  8:16 ……………………………….…………………………...……………

2) Because you have believed in Christ, the Bible says you have:

a) Rom. 5:8 ……………………………………….………………………………….

b) Eph. 1:7  ……………………………..……….….…..…………………………….

c) 1 Jn. 5:13  ………………………………………..………………………………...

d) Rom. 8:15 ………………………….………………………………...……………

e) Heb. 17:18 …………………………….…….………..……………...……………

f) Heb.  8:1 ……………………………….…..………………………...……………

3) The Bible says a Christian is:

a. 2 Cor. 5:17 ………………………………….………..…………………………….

b. Eph. 5:30  ……………………………..………….…..…………………………….

c. Jn. 15:14  ………………………………………..………..………………………...

d. 1 Cor. 3:16 ………………………….………………………………...……………

e. Eph. 2:10  ……………………………….……………..……………...……………

f. Col. 3:12 ………………………………….…………………………...……………

	NB
	What have you learnt about God’s promises?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


LESSON FIVE

THE IMPORTANCE OF OBEDIENCE

MEMORY VERSE

JOHN 14:21
1) What does the memory verse imply?

…………………………………………………………………………………………

2) Read Joshua 1:1-9

1. What did God expect of Joshua?  …………………..…………………………….

2. What does God expect of you also ……………..………………………………...

3) Why must we be obedient?

1. 1 Sam. 15:22 ………………………………….………………………………….

2. Psalm 119:6  ………………………..……….….…..…………………………….

3. Mk. 3:35  ………………………………………..………………………………...

4. Matt. 7:21  …………..…………….………………………………....……………

5. Jn. 14:21 …………………………….…….………..………………...……………

6. 1 Jn. 2:5.  ……………………………….…..………………………...……………

4) When you face temptation and you are not sure of what to do, ask yourself the following questions before you act:

1. Would it bring glory to God if I do this.  (1 Cor. 10:31

2. If I do this, would it disturb my fellowship with Christ?  (1 Jn. 2:15-17)

3. If it were Christ, would He act this way?  (1 Pet. 2:21-25)

4. Would it harm anyone if I act this way?  (Rom. 14:7-19)

5. Suppose Christ comes to meet me acting this way, would he be pleased? 

(Jn. 2:28-29)

	NB
	What have you learnt from the subject of obedience?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


LESSON SIX

CHURCH ATTENDANCE
MEMORY VERSE:


HEB. 10:25

1)  We have been commissioned not to neglect the fellowship of the Saints.

2) In the Scriptures, the followers of Christ are called:

1. Acts 11:26

2. I Tim. 4:12

3. Acts 17:10

4. Rom. 1:7

3) What four major things did the believers practice?

Acts 2:42

1. ………………………..………….…….…….….…..…………………………….

2. ……………………………….…………………..……………………………….

3. …………..…………….……………………………………………….…………..

4. ……………………………………………………………………………………..

4) What should the Church do during its Service?
1. Acts 2:42 ……………………………………….….……………………………….

2. Mark 16:15  …………………………..……….….…..…………………………….

3. 1 Cor. 11:23-26 …………………………………..…………………………………

4. 2 Tim. 4:2  …………..…………….………………..………………….……………

	NB:
	What have you learnt about church attendance?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


LESSON SEVEN

WITNESSING

MEMORY VERSE:


MATT. 4:19-20

A good witness is one who daily spends at least 15 minutes to read the Bible.

A good witness is one who daily spends at least 15 minutes to pray to God.

A good witness is one who daily spends at least 15 minutes to witness to others.

Why has the Lord chosen us?  - Jn. 15:16

………………………………………………………………………………………………

What did Christ instruct the demon possessed man after casting the demon out of him?

(Mark 5:19).

………………………………………………………………………………………………

What is the first thing the Samaritan woman did when she accepted Christ Jesus? – 

(Jn. 4:28-29).

………………………………………………………………………………………………

What is the promise of the Lord to those who witness? – Matt. 10:32; Dan. 12:3

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Why was Paul called? – Acts 26:16-18

………………………………………………………………………………………………

	NB:
	What have you learnt about witnessing?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


SANCTIFICATION

INTRODUCTION

Newborn babies are first washed, but as they grow, they need to be washed to keep them clean.  This is what sanctification is all about.

WHAT IS SANCTIFICATION?

1. Sanctification is seen as one time event and also as a process, whereby believers are being and becoming continually holy and acting in a Christ-like manner.

2. It is defined as “purification and freedom form sin to holy; to consecrate; to purify.

3. Sanctification is synonymous with separation, dedication, purification and consecration.

HOW SANCTIFICATION IS EFFECTED

1. Just as newborn babies are washed, so also when one is born of the spirit, (born again), one is instantly WASHED and SANCTIFIED – 1 Cor. 6:11.

2. The person is instantly sanctified by the blood of Jesus – Heb. 13:12.

3. We are sanctified by the Holy Spirit – 2 Thess. 2:13-14; Rom. 15:16; 1 Pet. 1:1-2.

4. We are sanctified by the Word of God – 1 Pet. 1:23; Jn. 17:1-7; Jn. 15:3; Ps. 119:9.

THE TWO PHASES OF SANCTIFICATION
1. INSTANT SANCTIFICATION:  This occurs the moment we are born again.

We instantly become saints- 1 Cor. 6:11.

2. PROGRESSIVE SANCTIFICATION:  As newly born babies need to keep on bathing even though they were bathed the moment they were born, so does the newly born again Christian ought to be.  We have been sanctified the moment we were born again but we need to have a progressive or continuous sanctification. This is to keep on living holy lives – Phil. 1:6; Phil. 2:12.

· Though the flesh is in constant conflict with the spirit, we need to live and walk by the spirit to keep sanctified – Gal. 5:16-18.

· God is ready to keep us sanctified through and through. – 1 Thess. 5:23

· Progressive or continuous sanctification is what Jesus meant when He said “A person who has had a bath (instant sanctification) needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean” – Jn. 13:10.

JUSTIFICATION

WHAT IS JUSTIFICATION?
a) Justification is one of the many benefits of salvation one attains the moment one accepts Jesus Christ as one’s personal saviour.

b) Justification is the act of God’s free grace, wherein the sinner is declared free from guilt and penalty of sin because of his faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.  By it, the righteousness of God is imputed unto us through Christ – Rom. 4:6; 10:4; 2 Cor. 5:21.

c) Justification is to be accounted righteous before God.  The sinner puts on the righteousness of Christ.  God then sees the sinner righteous in the saviour.

d) Justification is the judicial act of God whereby those who put their trust and faith in Jesus Christ are declared righteous in the eyes of God and are set free from guilt and punishment – Rom. 8:1; Jn. 5:24.

e) In justification the sinner’s sins are as though cast away into an ocean never to be seen again. Micah 7:18-19. (JUST-AS-IF-NEVER-SINNED.)

NB. In summary, to be justified is to be declared righteous. It is a one-time experience and not a process like sanctification.

THE NEED FOR JUSTIFICATION

By virtue of Adam’s sins we all become sinners – Rom. 5:12, and therefore guilty before God with penalty of death on us.  In fact, we were conceived in sin – Ps. 51:5.

Being sinners by birth therefore, the question arises as to how a man born of a woman could be justified before God?  - Job 25:4.  God said, He will not justify the wicked according to the law Ex. 23:7.

Rom. 2:13 says only those who shall obey the law shall be declared righteous.  But the question is how can one keep the whole law before he is declared righteous?

Job asked how one could be declared justified before God – Job 25:5; 9:2.  David emphatically said before God no man can be justified – Ps. 143:2.  Our righteousness are like filthy rags. Isa. 64:6.

Paul also said:  Under the law no man can be justified – Rom. 3:20; Acts 13:39; Gal. 2:16; 3:11.

GOD’S SOLUTION

As God saw that the solution was beyond the level of man, He had to come in.  He saw that man could not attain perfection as required by the Law so Jesus came to live the perfect life according to the Law, gained the righteousness and gave it as a free gift to all who would believe on Him – Rom. 3:24.

NB: Pilate, Herod, Judas all declared Him innocent.

WHAT JUSTIFICATON IS NOT

1. It is not to be paroled, i.e. to be set free with certain restrictions like signing of bonds to be of good behaviour to be put under house arrest.

2. It not merely pardon i.e. to be forgiven even though found guilty.

3. It means more than acquittal i.e. to be successfully defended legally against all charges.

MEANS OF JUSTIFICATION

I. By Grace – Rom.  3:24

II. By God – Rom. 8:33

III. By the blood of Jesus – Rom. 5:9

IV. By Christ as prophesied - Isa. 45:25; Isa. 50:8; 53:11.

V. By Christ - Romans 8:30

CONDITIONS FOR JUSTIFICATION

1. By Faith – Rom. 5:1; Jn. 5:24; Gal. 2:16; Rom. 3:30; Acts 13:38-39, Rom. 3:28; Gal. 3:11.

	NB:
	Abraham was justified by faith, not by works – Rom. 4:2-3.  The works he did were the results (outcome) of the faith he had – Jas. 2:21-23.


2. By Grace – Tit. 3:7; Rom. 3:24.

	NB:
	It is by grace.  It is neither works nor faith plus works. It is not church membership. It is also not self-righteousness like that practiced by the Pharisees Lk. 10:29. We do not work to be saved like the Jehovah’s Witnesses believe, but we work because we are saved.  We have been saved to save the unsaved.  If works saves us, then how much work must one do before being justified?  If works justifies us we will brag in heaven.




RESULTS OF JUSTIFICATION

1. Peace with God – Rom. 5:1

2. Access into God’s presence – Rom. 5:2

3. Assurance of glorification – Rom. 8:30

4. Right to divine inheritance – Tit. 3:7

5. Freedom us from condemnation – Isa. 50:89; Rom. 8:1; 33-34.

6. Blessed and forgiven– Rom. 4:6-8; Ps. 32:1-2

WATER BAPTISM

INTRODUCTION

Water baptism is one of the four main baptisms we must know about.

WHAT IS BAPTISM?

1.  Baptism is a sacrament by which a person is initiated into the Christian Faith by immersion in water. (Westminster Dictionary Of Theological Terms).

2.  According to the New Webster’s Dictionary, baptism is a sacrament (ordinance) by which a person is initiated into membership of the Christian Church.

WHY BAPTISM?

1. It is a command – Mk. 16:16; Matt. 28:9

2.  It is a public identification with Christ. 

3. It is a symbolic testimony of an inner cleansing that has already occurred – 1 Pet. 3:18-21

4. It signifies separation from the old life – 1 Cor. 10:1-2

5. To fulfil (or identify with) righteousness.  Though Jesus never had any sins to be washed, He allowed Himself to be baptised.  This signifies that He was identifying with righteousness – Matt. 3:15.

6. Through public baptism, Jesus was revealed and made manifest to Israel – Jn. 1:31.

7. It is a public testimony of our death to sin, of our severance (departure or separation) form sin's dominion and our pledge to live a new life through our faith and union with Christ – Matt. 3:8.

8. By going down into the waters of baptism, we have placed our trust in Christ testifying that through our union with Him, we have been buried with Him in His death.  Our emergence from the waters signifies that we have been raised from death with Him – Rom. 6:3-4.

	NB:
	We are baptised to live right – Matt. 3:8.  After baptism, sin should not rule over us – Rom. 6:3-14.


WHO SHOULD BE BAPTISED?

Only those who repent believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and confess Him as their Lord and personal saviour.

	NB:
	It is our Pentecostal belief that as baptism should always be proceeded by a confession of faith in Jesus Christ and infants cannot do that, we do not baptize children but dedicate them to the Lord – Lk. 2:22-24.


EXAMPLES OF BIBLICAL BAPTISM

1) Converts on the day of Pentecost – Acts 2:37, 38, 41

2) Repented Samaritans – Acts 8:12

3) Repented Ethiopian Eunuch – Acts 8:35-38

4) Repented Cornelius – Acts 11:17, 10:47-48

5) Repented Corinthians – Acts 18:8

6) Repented Ephesians – Acts 19:1-5

7) Repented Jailor’s household – Acts 16:31-34

8) Repented household of Stephanus – 1 Cor. 1:16

9) Repented household of Crispus – Acts 18:8

10) Repented household of Lydia – Acts 16:14-15.

MODE OF BAPTISM

There are three (3) main methods of water baptism.

a. Aspersion meaning sprinkling

b. Affusion meaning pouring

c. Immersion meaning dipping

As the word baptism comes form the Greek word “Baptizo” which means to submerge, dip or immerse, we Pentecostals believe in baptism by immersion as the most acceptable method as:

· Jesus was baptised in the river Jordan – Matt. 3:13

· Baptism is like a burial – Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:3-4

· John baptised where there was plenty of water – Jn. 3:23

 CONCLUSION:  It must be said that if a person does not repent and accept Jesus Christ as his/her personal saviour and Lord, none of these methods or even combination of them can save him/her.

LORD’S SUPPER OR HOLY COMMUNION

Holy communion is one of the two sacraments (ordinance) accepted and practised by Protestants.  The other is Water Baptism.  

WHAT IS HOLY COMMUNION?

The Holy Communion or Lord’s Supper celebrates the death of Christ, His presence with the church and His future kingdom (reign). It was instituted by Jesus (1Cor.11:23-26) at the last supper, the last meal which Jesus shared with His disciples before His crucifixion.

WHY CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION?

1. It is one of the institutions established by Jesus Christ – Matt. 26:26-29

2. We partake of it in obedience to the Lord’s command – 1 Cor. 11:24

3. It is in remembrance of Christ’s death for us – 1 Cor. 11:24

4. We partake of it in anticipation of His return – 1 Cor. 11.26

5. To confirm our fellowship with Christ and other believers – 1 Cor. 10:16.

PREPARATION TOWARD HOLY COMMUNION

Preparation demands self examination  - 1 Cor. 11:27-28; 2 Cor. 13:5; Ps. 26:2; Ps. 139:23; Lam. 3:40

WHY SELF EXAMINATION?

1. It is a command – 1 Cor. 11:27-28

2. To partake in any unworthy manner brings weaknesses, sicknesses, and even death – 1 Cor. 11:29-30

	NB:
	It should be an examination that finds sins, that are then confessed and forsaken them.


HOW TO EXAMINE YOURSELF

You may ask yourself the following questions:

1. Do I really believe in the Lord Jesus Christ?

2. Am I really born again into the family of God?

3. Is there any un-confessed sin in my life?

4. Am I entertaining any pride, self-pity, hatred, laziness, grudges, and covetousness in my life?

5. Is there any area I am disobeying the Lord?

6. Do I have clean thoughts?

7. Have I kept my promises?

8. Have I been witnessing consistently?

9. Have I been faithful in my prayer and Bible studies?

10. Have I been faithful to my family?

11. Have I been faithful in paying my tithes and offering?

12. Do I readily repent of my sins?  NB.  Confession without repentance is a mockery.

13. Do I love the Lord with all my heart, soul and strength? – Lk 10:27

14. Do I love my neighbour and fellow believers?  - Jn. 15:12

15. Have I forgiven those who have sinned against me?  - Matt. 6:14-15

NB:  Adequate preparation should be made before partaking of the Lord’s Supper.  It must not be taken lightly, as it strengthens our fellowship with the Lord and fellow believers.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHURCH MEMBERS
Every Church member being a child of God and a member of God’s family must know his or her responsibilities so as to help build the Church (the family of God).

a. TO LIVE CONSECRATED LIVES -1 Cor. 6:9-11; 1 Thess. 5:22; 1 Thess. 4:3-7; Tim. 2:19; Rom. 6:12-13; 12:1-2; 14:16.

b. TO WIN SOULS – Acts 8:4; Acts 1:8.

It is the primary duty of every Church member to be a soul winner.  The Pastor as a shepherd is to nurture and train the Church members to win more souls.  Members must identify and use their gifts.

c. TO HONOUR, RESPECT AND SUPPORT THE PASTOR AND CHURCH LEADERS

· Respect and hold them in high esteem – 1 Thess. 5:12-13

· Obey and submit to them – Heb. 13:17; 1 Cor. 16:16

· Accord them double honour and support the Pastor well – 1 Tim. 5:17-18

· Support your Pastor with physical things – 1 Cor. 9:7, 9-14; Tit. 3:13; Deut. 14:27; Deut. 18:1-5; Deut. 12:19

d. TO ATTEND CHURCH SERVICES REGULARLY – Heb. 10:25

e. TO SUPPORT THE CHURCH FAITHFULLY IN TITHING AND OFFERINGS
· Do not rob God of tithes and offerings – Matt. 3:10

· Give God the tithes that are due to Him – Lev. 27:30-32

· Don’t repay God with unfaithfulness and ingratitude – Deut. 32:6

f. TO PRAY FOR THE PASTOR AND CHURCH LEADERS – Rom. 15:30; Heb. 13:18; Col. 4:3; 1 Thess; 3:1; 5:25;  2 Cor. 1:11; Eph. 6:18-19.

	NB:
	Don’t be in the habit of speaking evil of your Church leaders – 1 Chr. 16:22.


g. TO VISIT ONE ANOTHER, LOVE ONE ANOTHER, HELP ONE ANOTHER, LOVE IN HARMONY AND UNITY – 1 Thess. 5:14; Heb. 12:14; Jas. 1:27; Matt. 25:35-40

NB:

· Know that there is no room for “passenger” Christians – 2 Tim. 2:20.

· Any Church that expects the Pastor to do everything is only preparing him for his early grave.

· God does not require a man to have one, two or five or any particular number of talents.  God requires that a man be faithful with whatever talents he has.

LIFE QUESTION: WHAT WOULD THE CHURCH BE IF ALL THE MEMEBRS WERE LIKE YOU?

OVERCOMING TEMPTATIONS

INTRODUCTION

The saying goes that “we cannot prevent birds from flying over our heads but we can definitely prevent them from making nests in our hairs.”

Much the same way, no one can ever stop temptations from coming but we can learn how to handle temptations and come out victorious.

WHAT IS TEMPTATION?

It is defined as the act of tempting or inducement to do evil.

SOURCES OF TEMPTATIONS

a. Satan – Matt. 4:1

b. Evil association  - Prov. 1:10

c. Friends – Matt. 16:22, 23

d. Relatives – Matt. 10:36 

e. The flesh or our corrupt human nature – Jas. 1:14

NB:   The flesh tempts us in 3 areas:

1. The lust of the flesh – 1 Jn. 2:16

2. The lust of the eyes – 1 Jn. 2:16

3. The pride of life – 1 Jn. 2:16

· Satan used all these means when he tempted Jesus and Adam. 

MEANS OF TEMPTATIONS

a. Through poverty – Prov. 30:7-9

b. Through prosperity – Prov. 30:7-9

c. Through worldly glory – Num. 22:17

d. Through discouragement and disappointments – Ps. 42:11; 1 Kgs. 19:4.

e. Through crave for power and position – Acts 8:18-20

f. Through love of money – 1 Tim. 6:10; Jn. 13:21-30

g. Through greed for possessions – Josh. 7:1

h. Through sex – e.g. David, Solomon, etc.

i. Through worldly pleasure – 2 Tim. 4:10

j. Through self-pity and false humility.

k. Through the 3 “Fs”. i.e. Female, Finance and Fame or the 3 “Ss” i.e. Sex, Silver and Self.

NB:  The devil’s main purpose of tempting believers is to make them doubt and disbelieve God – Job. 2:9; Gen. 3:1-5.

HOW TO OVERCOME TEMPTATION

a. Never be over-confident in yourself, but trust in the Lord – 1 Cor. 10:12.

b. Know that God will never permit you to be tempted beyond your capacity – 

1 Cor. 10:13.

c. Know that God is faithful to show you a way of escape – 1 Cor. 10:13.

d. Know that as Jesus was tempted like us, He is able to help you in your time of temptation – Heb. 2:18.

e. Know that as Jesus came out of temptations without sin, He is able to help you also to come out victorious – Heb. 4:15

f. Remember that going through any temptation is in itself not a sin.  Jesus went through temptations without sin. It only becomes a sin when you yield. Heb. 4:15; Lk. 4:1-13.

g. Never create a good environment for temptations, i.e. visiting questionable places like discos, watching pornographic films, petting the opposite sex, moving with bad friends, etc. – Ps. 1:1-3.  Never find yourself alone in a closed room with the opposite sex.

h. Know that Jesus is always interceding for you – Lk. 22:31, 32.

i. Know that though God tempts no man. He sometimes tests us to see the depth of our obedience to Him – Gen. 22:1; Jas. 1:2, 3.

j. Remember that the Lord knows how to deliver the godly from temptation – 2 Pet. 2:9.

k. The Lord has promised to deliver us from temptation – Ps. 91:7-8; Ps. 124; Prov. 3:10.

l. Know that the Bible does not promise us problem-free Christianity –

Acts 14:22; 2 Tim. 3:12.

m. Consider trials as pure joy and persevere – Jas. 1:2-4.

n. Blessed is the man who perseveres under trials  - Jas. 1:12.

o. Trials help refine our faith – 1 Pet. 1:6-7.

p. Don’t be surprised when trials come – 1 Pet . 4:12-16.

q. Resist the devil – Jas. 4:7.

r. Encourage yourself in the Lord – 1 Sam. 30:6.

s. Pray consistently – Rom. 12:12; Matt. 26:41; Matt. 6:13.

t. Flee from it – 2 Tim. 2:22; Prov. 4:14-15; 1 Cor. 6:;18.

u. Quote the Word of God “It is written …” – Matt. 4:10.

v. Always renew your mind with the Word of God – Rom. 12:1-2.

RESULTS OF TEMPTATIONS

a. If yielded to, temptations lead to sin and the believer’s testimony is weakened  – 1 Tim. 6:9

b. If resisted, the Lord is glorified and the believer grows stronger to resist other temptations.   The person concerned grows in faith and maturity.

CONCLUSION:  The Lord does not say temptations will not come our way but He has promised a way out.  Though we cannot stop evil thoughts from passing through our minds, we can definitely stop these thoughts from controlling our minds.  We need to renew our minds with the word of God daily

OH GOD, LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION

EVIL ASSOCIATION



MEMORY VERSE:

1 COR. 15:33

INTRODUCTION

Whether we like it or not, we are influenced by the people and friends we move with.  The Christian is therefore to select carefully his friends and people he moves with. 

a. THOSE NOT TO MOVE WITH

1) Don’t follow evil-minded crowd – Ex. 23:2.  Remember that in God’s sight, the majority is not necessarily always right.

2) Don’t make treaty with wicked persons  - Ex. 34:12

3) Do not WALK, STAND or WALK in the company of the wicked – Ps. 1:1.  Remember that if you WALK on their path, you will one day STAND to watch and eventually end up SITTING with them.  Prevention is better than cure.

4) Do not enter the path of evil men – Prov. 4:14.

5) Do not envy or desire evil men’s company – Prov. 24:1-2.

6) Do not associate with fornicators, drunkards and idolaters – 1 Cor. 5:11.

7) Do not be yoked with unbelievers – 2 Cor. 6:14.

8) Shun the company of all who do evil – Ps. 6:8; Ps. 26:5.

9) Do not sit with deceitful persons or hypocrites – Ps. 26:4.

10) Avoid the company of criminals – Prov. 1:10-19.

11) Stay away from foolish men – Prov. 14:7.

12) Do not associate with a hot-tempered man – Prov. 22:24-25.

13) Do not fellowship with false teachers – 2 Jn. 10:11.

14) Have nothing to do with those who cause divisions and teach false doctrines in the 

Church – Tit. 3:10; Rom. 16:17.

15) Avoid the company of those who walk disorderly – 2 Thess. 3:6, 14.

16) Have nothing to do with evil doers – 2 Tim. 3:1-5.

b. THE RESULTS OF EVIL ASSOCIATION

1. It leads people astray – 1 Kgs. 11:1-3.

2. It brings God’s wrath on people – 2 Chr. 19:2.

3. It brings disgrace to parents  - Prov. 28:7.

4. It can lead to denial of Christ – Jn. 18:18, 25.

5. It can spoil good lives  - 1 Cor. 15:33.

	NB:
	How have you been affected by the advice of your friends?  How do you think your life would have been without those pieces of advice?  Is anyone instigating you into fornication, abortion, idolatory, divorce, etc.?  Be careful of what advice you accept. 


c. THE RIGHT COMPANY FOR THE CHRISTIAN

1. Be in the company of God fearing people – Ps. 119:63.

2. Be in the company of the righteous – Prov. 2:20.

3. Be in the company of the wise in order to be wise – Prov. 13:20.

CONCLUSION:  It is mandatory for Christians to keep the right friends.  Jesus exhorts us in Matt. 5:29-30 to “gouge our eyes out if it causes us to sin”.  It is therefore expedient for us to “gouge out” evil friends and be free enough to serve the Lord.

TITHES AND OFFERINGS

INTRODUCTION

In this study, we are going to look at why and how to give tithes.  It is hoped that the study will make us understand the topic better and know the wonderful blessings derived from tithing and offerings and the consequence when we fail to fulfill it faithfully.

WHAT IS TITHING?

Ref. Mckim

Tithing is simply the act of giving a tenth of our resources to God in support of His work. (Gen. 28:22).

· Mathematically, it is a tenth – Gen. 28:22.

· Scripturally, a law – Deut. 14:22.

· Morally, a debt – Mal. 3:8.

· Spiritually, a blessing – Mal. 3:10.

a. It is an arrangement between God and His people Lev. 27:30-32.

b. It is giving in support of the Lord’s work – Num. 18:21; Heb. 7:5.

c. It is one of the ways through which we lay up treasurers in heaven – Matt. 6:19-21.

d. Tithes and offerings are given as a reciprocation for the spiritual things we receive –

Rom. 15:25-27.

e. By implication, an offering is given for fellowship in the gospel and as a gift which yields spiritual fruit– Phil. 4:14-17 (LB).

f. For provision of meat (resources) in the Lord’s House – Mal. 3:8-10.

g. The Ministry of Christ is based on GIVING and RECEIVING, but God says “It is more blessed to GIVE than to RECEIVE” – Lk. 6:38. As an example:

1) God the Father loved so He gave – Jn. 3:16

2) God the Son also gave His life - Jn. 10:11; Gal. 1:4; Eph. 5:2

God the Son has also given us peace, victory, grace, salvation, hope, healing, eternal life, all our needs, etc – Phil. 4:19.

3) God the Holy Spirit has also given gifts to the Church – 1 Cor. 12:1-11

4) Adam the first man was made to gave a rib in order to have a wife – Gen. 1:21-25

	NB:
	What can we GIVE to God in reciprocation for these?  While we cannot serve God AND money, we can serve God WITH our money.


In accounting, we debit the receiver and credit the giver. This principle also holds good in tithing.  The giver’s spiritual account is credited to whilst the receiver’s spiritual account is debited to. We must always learn to give so as to have a better credit accounts with God – Heb. 13:16.

HOW DID TITHING COME ABOUT?

1) Abraham started it – Gen. 14:18-20.

2) Jacob continued it – Gen. 28:22.

3) Moses ordained it – Lev. 27:30-32; Deut. 14:22-29; Deut. 12:17.

4) The succeeding generations continued it 2 Chr. 31:5; Mal. 3:10; Neh. 10:37-39.

5) Jesus Himself confirmed tithing – Matt. 23:23 (LB).

	NB:
	There is a school of thought, which teaches that tithing died with the law.  This is not true as tithing started long before the law was given. – Gen. 14:18-20.


WHAT HAPPENS WHEN PEOPLE FAIL TO GIVE TITHES?

1. Poverty, curse and misery result – Mal. 3:9.

2. Divers problems come – Amos 4:10.

3. God’s ministers turn to farming or do other jobs – Neh. 13:10.

4. God’s protection is withdrawn and the people face business and financial problems – Mal. 3:11.

WHY SOME PEOPLE FAIL TO GIVE TITHES
a. They feel they are too poor to give.  Some also feel that their earnings are so small that the 90% left would not be sufficient for their needs and wants. However, poverty is no excuse for not giving. Those who continue to use poverty as an excuse will continue in poverty, for if you do not give, you are robbing your ownself of the wonderful blessing derived from giving.  The Macedonians were poor, yet they gave and even gave more than they could – 2 Cor. 8:1-3.

b. Some feel the amount of money involved is too much to be used in paying for “nothing bought”.  Though we have bought nothing, we are obliged to give in appreciation for what God had helped us to acquire – Deut. 32:6a.

1. The Lord has helped us to make our farms produce bountifully by sending rains, manuring the soil, caring for the crops, multiplying the yields, the strength and care He gives to the farmer and the worker. Are we not supposed to reciprocate by giving God His due share?

2. To traders, The Lord gives wonderful travelling mercies, guides them and brings about increase in their businesses.  Yet, inspite of all these, some people feel they are paying for “nothing bought”. 

c. FORGETFULNESS (PROCRASTINATION):  Some try to accumulate it and say: “I will send it next week,” and that is all.  At times the accumulated amount becomes too much and Satan tells you it is too big and that; there is a more pressing need somewhere.

To arrest this situation, send in your tithes the very day you have it.  Be it a Wednesday or Friday service, you just wrap it in a piece of paper.  The elders checking the offerings will know that all monies wrapped up in papers are for tithes.  Or better still, send in your tithes every Sunday rather than wait till the end of the month.

CHILDREN AND TITHING

The children must be taught how to tithe so that when they grow, they would not depart from it – Deut.  6:5-7; Prov. 22:6; Deut. 29:29; Gen. 18:19.

REWARDS IN TITHING

	Blessing:
	a. In our Business – Mal. 3:11-12; Prov. 11:24-25.

b. Good Health – Ps. 41:1-3.

c. Good Investment – Prov. 19:7; Matt. 6:19-21.


	Example:
	i. Abraham was much blessed and prospered – Gen. 14:18-19.

ii. Jacob was blessed and prospered  - Gen. 35:15.


CONCLUSION:  The Lord’s blessing has been on all who gave tithes in the Bible days (Gen 14:18-19, Gen 35:15) and He is still doing so today.  Tithing is an obligation for all Christians but offering are given by free will.  As it is more blessed to give than to receive, every Christian longing for God’s blessing must cultivate the habit of giving.  Matthew 4:24-25 says we shall receive the same measure as we give.


PART TWO

MATURITY CLASSES

JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD

WEEK ONE:

MEMORY VERSE: MATT. 13:55

INTRODUCTION: Many are the views of people concerning who Jesus Christ is.  In this study, we are going to look at what some religious bodies say he is and also prove that He is indeed the SON OF GOD.

WHO DO PEOPLE SAY HE IS?

1. Some Jews said He is Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the Prophets – Matt. 16:14.

2. The Pharisees said He is Beelzebub, the prince of the devil – Matt. 12:24.

3. His own townsmen said He was only a carpenter’s son – Matt. 13:55; Mk. 6:3.

4. Jehovah Witnesses say He is the first fruit of all creation and cannot say He is the Son of God.

5. Muslims say He is one of the Prophets – (Anabis).

6. Bahaism say He is only one of the many Messiahs and cannot claim to be the only Messiah.

NB:  Who do you personally say He is?

WEEK TWO:

MEMORY VERSE:

JOHN 3:16

WHAT WAS HIS REACTION TO THESE CLAIMS?

1. He did not agree to the claim that He was one of the prophets – Matt. 16:17,20.

2. He refuted the allegation of the Pharisees that He was the prince of the devils – 

Matt. 12:24,34.

3. He was sorry when His own folks looked down upon Him as merely the son of Joseph the carpenter – Matt. 13:57-58.

4. He also warned those who did not accept His Messiaship – Jn. 2:18; 4:3.

	NB:
	How would you have reacted to these claims?


WEEK THREE:

MEMORY VERSE:  
MATT. 16:16

WHAT PROVES THAT JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD?

1. God the Father Himself proclaimed, “This is my beloved Son…” – Matt. 3:17; Mk. 9:7.

2. By implication, Satan also knew and accepted that fact – Matt. 4:3.

3. Peter, inspired by God revealed it – Matt. 16:16.

4. While on the cross, the Jewish leaders testified to His claim that He is the Son of God. – Matt. 27:43.

5. The Centurion at the Crucifixion announced it – Matt. 27:54.

6. Demons too recognized Him so – Mk. 3:11; 5:7.

7. Thomas attested to that fact – Jn. 20:28.

8. John, the apostle confirmed it – Jn. 20:31; Jn. 3:16.

9. Paul, the one time persecutor came to agree – Rom. 1:4; 9:20.

10. Jesus Christ Himself confirmed it – Mk. 14:62.

11. Angels announced that He is the Son of God – Lk. 1:35.

12. Ethiopian Eunuch proclaimed it – Acts 8:37.

WEEK FOUR:

MEMORY VERSE:

ACTS 14:12

WHAT WAS HIS REACTION TO THESE CLAIMS?

1) He congratulated Peter for having had that wonderful revelation – Matt. 16:17.

2) He did not rebuke neither the Jewish leaders, the Centurion, Peter nor Thomas for the claims they made about His Messiahship.  He also did not rebuke Satan or the demons for recognizing Him as the Son of God.

3) Above all, He boldly accepted and answered, “YES, I AM” – Mk. 14:62.

CONCLUSION:  Will Jesus accept a title or name He feels does not befit Him?  Will a lawyer agree to be called a carpenter? Paul and Barnabas refused to be called gods – Acts 14:4.  Therefore Jesus’ acceptance of the claims, endorsing His Messiaship and the proclamation by both God the Father, Satan and demons should prove to every reasonable, rational human being that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that accepting this fact opens the way of salvation to the claimant.

May the Lord Himself open our understanding to this wonderful truth.  Amen!

THE VIRGIN BIRTH

WEEK FIVE:

MEMORY VERSE:

GAL. 4:4-5

INTRODUCTION: God had to get an uncorrupted vessel to bring in the Son.  He therefore did not want the Son to come through a man/woman relationship but to present a pure and sinless Son born of His own Spirit - John 1:3. This study simply looks at the Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ.

JESUS’ SINLESS LIFE

1) He knew no sin. – 2 Cor. 5:21.

2) He did no sin – 1 Pet. 2:22; Heb. 4:15.

3) He had no sin – 1 Jn. 3:5.

WEEK SIX:

MEMORY VERSE:

2 COR. 5:21

TESTIMONIES CONCERNING HIS SINLESS LIFE

a) Pilate – Jn. 19:4.

b) Pilate’s wife – Matt. 27:19.

c) Judas – Matt. 27:6.

d) The dying thief – Lk. 23:41.

e) The Centurion  - Lk. 23:47.

f) The writer of the book of Hebrews – Heb. 3:15.

· Pathogenesis theory:  That a woman can give birth without a man as goats and other animals do.  If this process took place in Mary she should have had a girl and not a boy.

· Why did God have to use a virgin who was someone’s wife? – Deut. 23:2.

· Answer:  If God had used an unmarried woman, the Jews would have applied Deut. 23:2 to claim that Jesus was a bastard and would not have accepted Him.

EMMANUEL – GOD WITH US

WEEK SEVEN:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 JN. 3:8

WHY WAS EMMANUEL BORN?

1. To reveal the invisible God – Jn. 1:8; 14:9.

2. To fulfil prophecy – Gen. 3:15.

3. To make sacrifice for our sins – Heb. 10:4, 5, 10, 12; Mk. 10:45; 1 Jn. 3:5.

4. To reconcile man to God – 2 Cor. 5:19; Heb. 2:17.

5. To provide an example for believers – 1 Pet. 2:21; 1 Jn. 2:6.

WEEK EIGHT:

MEMORY VERSE:

JN. 10:10

6. To destroy the devil and his works – Heb. 2:14; 1 Jn. 3:8.

7. To heal the broken-hearted – Lk. 4:18.

8. To give life abundantly – Jn. 10:10.

9. To glorify the Father – Jn. 13:31; 14:13; 17:4.

10. To preach  the good news – Mk. 1:36.

11. To seek and to save the lost – Lk. 19:10.

	NB:
	Can you think of any others?


WITNESSING

WEEK NINE:

MEMORY VERSE:

ACTS 24:14

INTRODUCTION

William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army once told his students, “If I could only make you spend an hour in hell, and get you back, you would understand how men are perishing and then know what soul winning is”.  John Wesley also once said “If I could get 300 men, who fear nothing but God and who hate nothing but sin, I would set the world on fire”.  Evangelism, the backbone of the Church should be carried out with this urgency.  Sharing Christ with others is the most exciting and spiritually rewarding experience a person can ever know – Prov. 11:30.

1. WHY SHOULD WE WITNESS?

a. It is a command.  – Matt. 28:19; Mk. 16:15; Ezek. 3:17-19 Ezek. 33:7-9.

b. To tell Jesus that we love Him.  – Jn. 14:15.

c. Men are hungry for God. (The “ripe fields” are to be harvested) – Jn. 4:35-38.

d. To speed up Jesus’ return – Matt. 24:14.

e. We are duty bound to witness– 1 Cor. 9:16.

f. We are to prepare the way for the Lord like John the Baptist did– Lk. 3:4.

g. The Holy Spirit was poured out unto believers for witnessing – Acts1:8.

WEEK TEN:


MEMORY VERSE:

ACTS 20:20

2. KINDS OF EVANGELISM

a) Personal – e.g. Jesus and the Samaritan woman, Philip and the Ethiopian.

b) Mass – e.g. Peter on the day of Pentecost – Acts 2.

c) Hospital and Prisons

d) Music and Drama

e) House to House – e.g. Paul in Acts 20:20

f) Telephone

g) Friendship with agape (friendship with purity)

h) Lifestyle

i) Radio

j) Television

k) Literature

l) Letter writing

WEEK ELEVEN:

MEMORY VERSE:

JN. 9:4

3. WHEN DO WE WITNESS?

a. Everyday (daily, at all times) – Jn. 9:4.

b. Anytime we partake of the Lord’s Supper – 1 Cor. 11:26.

c.  As long as we live – Acts 20:24; Jn. 4:34.

4. WHERE DO WE WITNESS?

a) Everywhere (whole world) – Mk. 16:5 Matt. 28:19.

b) Homes, work places, market places etc – Acts 20:20.

c) Homes and in Temples – Acts 5:42.

d) Throughout the world – Acts 1:8 (wherever sinners are).

	NB:
	In Acts 1:8, it must be explained that the “Jerusalem” is the town in which you live, the “Judea” is your district, the “Samaria” is your country and the “Uttermost part of the earth” means the whole world - cf. Jos. 1:3.


WEEK TWELVE:

MEMORY VERSE:  
LK. 19:10

WHOM DO WE WITNESS TO?

a. Everybody, including your family, friends, workmates, schoolmates, etc. – Lk. 5:32.

NB:  One of Satan’s greatest lies is “People will not listen”.

b. To the sick, blind, disturbed, etc. – Lk. 4:18-19, e.g. the Good Samaritan – Lk. 10:30-37

c. The lost – Lk. 19:10 – the unreached.

	NB:
	It must be noted that the lost in Lk. 19:10 include Moslems, Jehovah’s Witnesses, black god Chiefs, Fetish Priests, false prophets, and false teachers, etc.


WHAT SHOULD BE THE MESSAGE?

a) That Jesus saves.  We are to preach Salvation ONLY and not to enter into unnecessary arguments with our listeners – Matt. 3:2.

b) God’s love to save sinners – Jn. 3:3-21; Rom. 5:8.

c) Jesus, the only way – Jn. 14:6; Acts 4:12.

d) Condemnation of rejection – Jn. 3:36; Mk. 16:16; 1Jn. 5:12.

Evangelism is the Message + the Messenger + God.

WEEK THIRTEEN:

MEMORY VERSE:

ROM. 1:16

WHAT PROBLEMS SHOULD BE EXPECTED?

i. Accusation – Matt. 12:24.

ii. Some people may not receive us - Lk. 9:5; Lk. 10:10.

iii. Some people may hate us – Lk. 21:17; Jn. 15:18; Jn. 17:14.

iv. We may at times be summoned before traditional/political councils – Acts 4:1-21.

v. We may at times face persecutions like Paul did– 2 Cor. 11:23-29.

	NB:
	It should be noted that none of these should scare us from witnessing for Christ.  We should not feel shy either – Rom. 1:16.  Success in witnessing is simply sharing Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit and leaving the results to God.


WEEK FOURTEEN:

MEMORY VERSE:
 JER. 48:10

WHAT PRECAUTIONS DO WE TAKE?

a. The work must be well done – Jer. 48:10.

b. We should be prepared to face evil spirits – Eph. 6:11-13.

c. We must have passion for lost souls – 2 Cor. 4:4-6.

d. We must not rely on ourselves but on Christ – Phil. 4:13; Jer. 17:5.

e. We don’t have to condemn sinners – Jn. 3:17.

f. Our way of life must be examples – 1 Cor. 9:24-27; Ezra 7:10; Rom. 14:16.

g. We don’t have to preach politics.

WEEK FIFTEEN:

MEMORY VERSE:

ROM 14:16

AFTER SOULS HAVE BEEN WON, WHAT SHOULD BE DONE?

a. “Follow up” – the new converts must be visited and helped to grow in the Lord. Every Christian must have his own “Timothy”.

b. Paul and Barnabas did “follow up” work – Acts 15:36.

c. Paul sent Timothy to do “follow up” work – 1 Thess. 3:5.

	NB:
	It is advisable that old Christian brothers follow up new Christian brothers and old sisters follow the new sisters, and give them all the needed counsel – 

Rom. 14:14-16. Soul winning without follow up is like giving birth to a child and leaving him in the maternity ward. It’s survival is not guaranteed. 


HOW TO HELP NEW CHRISTIANS TO GROW

a. Have Paul’s vision – Col. 1:28-29.

b. Teach them to trust and love the Saviour. Help them to be assured of their salvation – 1 Jn. 5:13.

c. We have to help them to develop habits that will cause them to keep growing spiritually e.g. prayer, Bible studies, church attendance, personal devotional lifestyle, etc.

d. Encourage them also to tell others about Christ Jesus.

e. Make them feel welcome in the fellowship of the local Church – Acts 2:44-46.

f. Be as friendly as possible with them.

WEEK SIXTEEN:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 COR. 15:58

WHAT IS THE REWARD IN WITNESSING?

a. Witnesses will shine like stars in heaven – Dan. 12:13.

b. Witnesses shall have crowns of life – 2 Tim. 4:7-8.

c. Witnesses shall be given crowns of rejoicing – 1Thess.2: 19.

d. They become sources of blessing – Rom. 10:15.

e. Witnesses shall be rewarded -  Phil. 3:14.

f. Our work will not be in vain – 1 Cor. 15:58.

CONCLUSION:  It is to be further emphasized that evangelism (Witnessing) is the backbone to the Church. Any un-evangelising Church or Christian is almost dead.

Evangelism should be the Christian’s No. 1 job before thinking about any other thing.  At least when a soul is won today, that person will also win another tomorrow and the sheepfold of Christ increases.  The Christian who doesn’t witness is like the Dead Sea, which has an inlet but no outlet hence the name “Dead Sea”.

STEWARDSHIP

WEEK SEVENTEEN:

MEMORY VERSE:

HAG. 2:8

DEFINITION:  A steward is one who manages the property of another.

GOD - THE OWNER OF EVERYTHING

1. The earth and everything in it belongs to God – Ps. 24:1.

2. Domestic and wild animals belongs to God – Ps. 50:9-11.

3. The heavens and earth belongs to God – Ps. 89:11-12.

4. Silver and gold belongs to God – Hag. 2:8.

5. North, south, east and west (representing all nations) belongs to God – Ps. 60:7-8.

WEEK EIGHTEEN:

MEMORY VERSE:

GEN. 1:28

MAN IS NEVER AN OWNER OF ANYTHING BUT A MERE CARETAKER (STEWARD) OF GOD’S CREATION

1. After creation in Gen. 1, God made man the steward of: 

a) Every seed-bearing plant– verse 29.

b) Every fruit-bearing tree – verse 29.

c) Every beast of the earth – verse 30.

d) Every bird of the air – verse 30.

e) Every creeping thing – verse 30.

f) Every green herb – verse 30.

2. In Gen. 1:28, man was asked to subdue and have dominion (rule) over:

a. The fish of the sea.

b. The birds of the air.

c. Every living thing that moves upon the earth.

3. In Gen. 2:15, man was put into the garden to dress and keep it (to work and take care of it).

· The above passages tell us that man has been put in charge of God’s creation as a steward or caretaker or manager.  Man was therefore made to name all the created things (Gen. 2:19-20).  This underlines the fact that man is never to worship any of these created things as man is to rule over them. This explains why throughout the Bible God hates any form of idolatry.

WEEK NINETEEN:

MEMORY VERSE:

PROV. 3:9

WE ARE STEWARDS OVER:

1) OUR BODIES – 1 Cor. 6:19-20.

Life Questions:  Looking closely at your lifestyle, who is the real owner of your life?  What areas of our life do you still need to surrender to the Lord?

2) OUR CHILDREN – Ps. 127:3; Col. 3:21.

Life Questions:  Are you being a good steward of your children?  Are they dedicated to the Lord or to the world?

3) OUR WEALTH – Prov. 3:8; 1 Tim. 6:17-19.

Life Questions:  Are you being a good steward of your wealth?  How much of your income goes into things of God?  Is there any area of your finances that you still need to surrender to the Lord?

4) OUR MARRIAGE PARTNERS – Col. 3:19; Gen. 1:27.

N.B. Know that if your partner is a Christian then God is your father-in-law as He is your partner’s Father.  He is therefore holding you responsible for the way you handle His son or daughter.

Life Questions:  Looking at the way you are treating your husband/wife, do you think you are being a good steward of him/her?  Which areas do you need to improve in the way you handle your husband/wife?  Do you think your husband/wife is your property?

WEEK TWENTY:

MEMORY VERSE:
 EPH. 5:16

WE ARE STEWARDS OVER:

5) OUR LIVES – Rom. 14:8.

Life Questions:  Who is actually in control of your life?  Do you think your life belongs to you?  What areas do you need to surrender to the Lord?

6) OUR TIME – Eph. 5:16; Ps. 90:12.

Life Questions:  How well are you using your time?  How many hours a day do you spend in prayer and bible study?  We have 168 hours a week.  How many hours do you spend in Church-related issues?  How much of your time are you not using profitably?

7) THE GOSPEL MESSAGE – 1 Cor. 9:16-17; Gal 2:7; Col. 1:27; 1 Thess. 2:4; 

1 Tim. 1:11; Tit. 1:3.

Life Questions:  How often do you share the gospel with others?  What stops you from readily sharing the gospel?  Pastors are to be stewards of God’s flock – Acts 20:28.

WEEK TWENTY-ONE:

MEMORY VERSE:

EPH. 6:9

8) OUR WORKERS – Eph. 6:5-8; Tit. 2:9-10.

Life Questions:  How do you handle your workers and subordinates?  How do you handle your employers?  Col. 4:1; Deut. 25:14-15; Tit. 2:9; Eph. 6:9.  How do you handle your maidservant and labourers?  Read Lev. 25:43, 46, 53.

HOW WORKERS ARE TO TREAT THEIR MANAGERS - Eph. 6:5-8; 

Col. 3:22-25

1. They must be ready for accountability – Rom. 14:12; 1 Pet. 4:5.

2. They must be faithful – 1 Cor. 4:2.

3. They must be watchful – Lk. 19:13; Lk. 12:42-48.

CONCLUSION:  Whatever we have originally belongs to God. Therefore, as stewards of God’s property, let us take very good care of everything in our possession.

OBEDIENCE

WEEK TWENTY-TWO

MEMORY VERSE:

1 SAM 15:22

INTRODUCTION:  Obedience being a very important aspect of Christianity is not being emphasized these days.  It is hoped that this study would encourage you to be obedient to the Word.

A WHY MUST WE BE OBEDIENT?

1. To obey is better than sacrifice – 1 Sam. 15:22

2. By obeying we would not be put to shame – Ps. 119:6

3. Obedience will permit us entry to heaven – Matt. 7:21

4. To show that we love the Lord – Jn. 14:15, 21

5. Obedience proves that we have come to know Him – 1 Jn. 2:3

6. If we obey Him, God’s love is made complete in us – 1 Jn. 2:5

7. Obedience leads to righteousness – Rom. 6:16

8. To prove our faith – Rom. 1:5

9. If we don’t obey Him, it means we don’t love Him – Jn. 14:24

WEEK TWENTY-THREE:

MEMORY VERSE:

ACTS 5:29

B WHO ARE WE TO OBEY?

1. Obey God rather that men – Acts 5:29.

2. Our parents – Eph. 6:1.

3. Church leaders – Heb. 13:17.

4. Our employers – Eph. 6:5-6.

5. Our husbands – 1 Cor. 14:34 (KJV); Eph. 5:22.

6. Our Rulers – Tit. 3:1.

WEEK TWENTY-FOUR:

MEMORY VERSE:

DEUT. 6:24

C BENEFITS OF OBEDIENCE

1. It brings prosperity – Deut. 6:24.

2. It brings goodness – Deut. 10:12-13.

3. It brings blessings – Deut. 11:26-27; 28:2.

4. It brings good harvest – Deut. 11:13-15.

5. It makes you have more than enough to give out – Deut. 15:5-6.

6. It will make you greater than others – Deut. 28:1.

7. It will make you have abundance – Deut. 28:9-11.

8. It will make the head and not the tail – Deut. 28:9-13.

9. It makes you avert curses – Deut. 28:15, 58-59.

WEEK TWENTY-FIVE:

MEMORY VERSE:

ROM. 6:16

10. It makes the Lord delight in you – Deut. 30:8-10.

11. It makes you live in increase – Deut. 30:15-16.

12. It would make your enemies be driven before you  - Deut 11:22-24.

13. It leads you to righteousness  - Rom. 6:16.

14. It makes the Father and the Son to come to live with you – Jn. 14:21.

D THE COST OF DISOBEDIENCE

1. Disobedience brings sin and death – Rom. 5:12, 18-19.

2. Disobedience brings curses – Deut. 28:15-68.

CONSULTATION OF MEDIUMS AND CULTS

WEEK TWENTY-SIX:

MEMORY VERSE:

LEV. 19:26

INTRODUCTION:  Consultation of spirit mediums is as old as human society itself.  It knows no boundaries and cuts across races.  Both the poor and the rich, the intellectuals, educated and uneducated, the advanced world and the so-called Third World and primitive societies are all involved one way or the other in the consultation of mediums.

Man, being a worshipping being will always try to worship something or somebody.  If a man is not introduced to the true God, he would try to worship God through a medium of some sort.  “When men cease to believe in God, they will not believe in nothing, they will believe in anything” – G. K. Chesterton.

In this study, we are critically going to examine the subject from the Biblical point of view.

WHAT ARE MEDIUMS?

These are people through whom spirits of the dead are said to speak or those who communicate with spirit forces.  Those who profess to be intermediaries between the dead and the living, communicating information from the dead to the living and from the living to the dead; or one who communicates with the spirit world.

TYPES OF MEDIUMS

a) DIVINATION:  The art or act of foretelling future by non-rational methods.  These people mostly operate under the power of the spirit of divination – Acts 16:16-18.

b) FORTUNE-TELLING:  The art and act of revealing the future by means of palmistry (telling of fortunes through the lines of the hand); or crystal gazing; star-gazing, etc.

c) SORCERY:  Witchcraft, magic and enchantment.

d) SPIRITUALISM:  The belief that the spirit of the dead can communicate with the living.

e) WITCHCRAFT:  Black art or sorcery.

f) NECROMACY:  The art of predicting future events by conjuring up the spirit of the dead; and the practice of black magic and enchantment.

g) OCCULT:  A secret, mysterious, magical, supernatural system of worship normally concealed or hidden from view.  Occultism is the doctrine or study of the supernatural, magic, etc.

h) SOOTHSAYING:  The art of foretelling the future through supernatural means.

	NB:
	Apart from the above, there are a lot of cults operating in this world now and Christians should beware of their activities.


WEEK TWENTY-SEVEN:

MEMORY VERSE:

JN. 15:23

SOME COMMON CULTS AND WHAT THEY BELIEVE ABOUT JESUS CHRIST

a) CHRISTIAN SCIENCE:  Founded by Mary Ann Morse Barker who in her lifetime married three different men. Christian Science teaches among other things that “Jesus is incorporeal (not having a body); Christ is spiritual, the divine idea of God and that Mary’s conception of Him was spiritual so Jesus Christ is NOT GOD”.

b) UNITY SCHOOL OF CHRISTIANITY:  Started by a woman called Myrtle Filmore, a former convert in the Christian Science sect, in 1891.  They believe that Jesus is the real personality in man, the self; the divine idea that you can reveal yourself to yourself by affirming; “I AM THE CHRIST”.

c) JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES:  Founded by Charles Taze Russel. They believe and teach that “Jesus Christ was a man, nothing more or less, none other than the arch-angel Michael and that God created Him.  He is dead and forever dead, suffered everlasting destruction and did not resurrect bodily”.  Read 1 Jn. 4:1-3; 1 Jn. 2:22-23; Jn 5:23; Jn. 15:23.

d) ROSICRUCIANISM:  A secret society founded by a German scholar, Christianus Rosenkreutz (1378-1484). They view Jesus Christ as “the highest initiate of the (sun period) and not the only begotten son of God.  (Read Jn. 3:16).

e) BAHA’ISM: A young religious Iranian businessman Mirza Ali Muhammed started The Baha’i World Faith. They teach that Jesus Christ is only one of the many manifestations of God ….One of the many messiahs. His sufferings were no more than those of the other prophets.  (Read Jn. 14:6; Acts 4:12).

f) MORMONISM (CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY- SAINTS:  Started by Joseph Smith Jnr. They teach that Jesus is both the Father and the Son.

g) UNITARIANISM OR UNITARIAN UNVERSALISTS CHURCH:  Teaches that the dogma they deny is the exclusive divinity of Christ Jesus.  They say our birth is as divine as that of Jesus.

h) CHRISTADELPHIANISM:  They say Jesus Christ is not divine.

Others include:  Hare Krishna, Eckankar, Transidental Meditation (T. M); Theosophy, Worldwide Church of God or Amstrongism; Hinduism; Zen Buddhism, Scientology; Islam; S.D.A; The Church of the New Jerusalem or Swedenborgainism; Confucianism; Taoism; Shintoism; African Traditional Religions, etc.

WEEK TWENTY-EIGHT:

MEMORY VERSE:

EX. 20:5

1. SOME MEDIUMS IN THE BIBLE

ASHERAH:  (masculine) or ASHEROTH (feminine) – A Cananite goddess – Jud. 3:7; 

1 Kgs. 18:19; 2 Kgs. 21:7; 23:4.  It was an idol made of wood decorated with gold and furnished with woven hangings – Kgs. 23:7; 2 Chr. 15:16.  In some versions it is called Asherah Poles.

BAAL:  Originally, this word means “lord”, “possessor” or “husband”. The Hebrews use the term for husband as in Ex. 21:3; 2 Sam. 11:26; Hos. 2:16.  However, in most times the word is used for the fertility god which was worshipped in the high places in Moab – Num. 22:41.  It had altars during the time of the Judges – Judg. 2:13; 6:28-32.  Ahab and Jezebel popularized its worship in Israel.  It was again revived after Elijah had killed 450 of its priests.  Jehu crushed it – 2 Kgs. 10:18-28, but Athaliah revived it again - 2 Chr. 17:3; 21:6; 22:2.  It was crushed when Athaliah was overthrown and its high priest killed before the altar – 2 Kgs. 11:18.  It was revived again – 2 Chr. 28:2; 2 Kgs. 21:3 only to be destroyed by Josiah who caused its worship to cease – 2 Kgs. 23:4-5.

Incense and human sacrifices were offered to Baal – Jer. 7:9; 19:15 but it was mainly marked by human sexual acts of fertility as temple prostitutes (male and female) were always there to help worshippers in sexual relations.

MOLECH – A god of the Ammonites.  Its worship was mainly associated with sacrifice of children who were killed and placed in the heated image of the idol.  Solomon set up high places for Molech on Mt. Olivet – 1 Kgs. 11:7.  The most popular place for this worship is Ben Hinnin, a valley near Jerusalem.  It is from this word that we have the word Gehenna.

DIANA OR ARTEMIS – A fertility goddess of Ephesus mostly associated with sensual worship.

WEEK TWENTY-NINE:

MEMORY VERSE:

LEV. 19:26

2. WHY PEOPLE CONSULT MEDIUMS

People believe that the spirits of the dead still play a role in the lives of the living.  Some people fear the dead more than the living or even God.  Some feel the spirits, of the dead can solve their problems faster than any other person or agency, even the Lord.  Some consult them out of frustration when all others agencies have failed  

eg. Saul – 1 Sam. 28:3-20.

Some over spiritualize every mishap in their lives, attribute them to evil spirits and therefore feel that the spirits of the dead must be consulted.  Some also do not know the power of God so, out of ignorance feel the mediums are the only way out.


WEEK THIRTY:

MEMORY VERSE:
LEV. 19:31

3. WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT MEDIUMS?

a. Under the Old Testament law, witch doctors, soothsayers, sorcerers, etc. were to be killed – Ex. 22:18; Lev. 20:27.

	NB:
	This does not give us permission to kill witches and others in our time as the law of the land prohibits that.  As Christians we are to cast out the demons.


b. Sacrificing or dedication of children to idols is an abomination to God – Lev. 18:21

NB:  Discuss how people dedicate their children to evil spirits.

c. Do not practice divination or sorcery – Lev. 19:26b.

d. Do not cut your bodies for the dead.

NB:  How is this practically carried out in your traditional customs? Do you think the Lord is happy with them?

e. Do not turn to mediums or get involved in spiritisms – Lev. 19:31.

f. Those trying to turn others to mediums and idols were to be killed under the law – 

Deut.13:6-11.

g. No one amongst God’s people should be found involved in the consultation of mediums – Deut. 18:9-14.

h. Cursed is anyone who consults dumb idols – Heb. 2:19.

WEEK THIRTY-ONE:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 COR. 10:14

i. Idols are lifeless and those who make, consult or rely on them will be like them 

Ps. 115:4-8.

j. Idols, being he works of man’s hands are nothing – 1 Cor. 8:4; Isa. 44:9-20.

k. We are to flee from idolatry – 1 Cor. 10:14.

l. We are to trust the Lord in all circumstances – Ps. 118:6-9; Jer. 17:5-8; 

Ps. 146:3-5; Rom. 9:33; Pa. 32:10; Isa. 25:9; Ps. 26:1.

CONCLUSION:  It can be seen from the lesson that the Bible discourages us from consulting mediums of all kinds.  We are therefore to trust the Lord fully for our salvation and other needs.

FASTING

WEEK THIRTY-TWO:

MEMORY VERSE:

JOEL 1:14

INTRODUCTION:  It is said: “The modern day Christian knows much about feasting than he knows of fasting”.  In this study, an attempt is made to look at the whole subject of fasting.  It is hoped that it will increase our appetite for fasting in these times.

A. WHAT IS FASTING?

1. To go without food or certain kinds of food, especially for religious reasons.

2. To abstain from food, to deny oneself certain foods as a form of discipline or duty for religious reasons.

3. Fasting is the abstinence from food, drink and pleasures of life so as to devote enough time for prayer and meditation.

4. Fasting is the partial or total abstinence from natural or carnal desires for the purpose of dedicating oneself, for a spiritual growth.

B. WHY FASTING?

(a) The Bible encourages us to fast – Lev. 16:29, 31; Joel 1:14; 2:12, 15;

Matt. 5:6. 

(b) The Old Testament believers practiced it – 

· Moses

- 
Ex. 34:28

· The Jews

- 
1 Sam. 7:6

· Elijah

-
 1 Kgs. 19:8

· Ezra

-
 Ezra 10:6

· Daniel

-
 Dan. 10:3

WEEK THIRTY-THREE:

MEMORY VERSE:

ISA. 40:31

(c) The New Testament believers practiced it.

· Paul – Acts 9:9, 2 Cor. 11:27.

· Church leaders – Acts 13:2,3

· Paul and Barnabas – Acts 14:23, 27, 33.

(d) Jesus did it as an example – Lk. 4:1, 2; Matt. 6:16-18; Matt. 17:21.

(e) Fasting puts down our fleshy desires and increases our spiritual capacity, strength and awareness – Isa. 40:31.

(f) Fasting enables us to be more alive in the spirit – Es. 5:16; Jonah 3; 2 Cor. 20:1-25.

(g) Fasting is an added powerful spiritual factor – Ezra 8:21-23.

(h)  Through fasting, spiritual fire is kindled in the soul of the seeker and faith is released – Matt. 17:20-21.

(i) Fasting humbles the soul – Ps. 35:13.

(j) In fasting, we express repentance and sorrow for sins committed – Jonah 3:3-10.

(k) Fasting moves and achieves what prayer alone may not achieve– Matt. 17:21.

(l) We fast in order to have full time and attention to minister to the Lord –

 Acts 8:17-23

(m) Fasting helps in the growth of the Church.

WEEK THIRTY-FOUR:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 COR. 7:5

C. TYPES OF FASTING

1. Abstinence from food – Lk. 4:2.

2. Abstinence from food and water – Esther 4:16-17.

3. Abstinence from food and sex – 1 Cor. 7:5.

4. Dietary fasting – where some people forgo some of their meals, say breakfast, to avail themselves time to pray.

D. WHEN TO FAST

1. Oftentimes – 2 Cor. 11:27.

2. When calling new Church leaders – Acts 14:23; Lk. 6:12.

3. When in trouble Ps.77:1-4.

4. During repentance – Ezra 10:6-17.

5. When seeking God’s deliverance – Neh. 1:3-10.

6. During national repentance – Ezra 10:6-17; Jonah 3.

7. When seeking the power of the Holy Spirit – Acts 1:14.

8. The Pharisees fasted twice a week – Lk.18:9-12.

9. We are encouraged to fast often – 1 Cor. 7:5.

10. We are to set a regular time for fasting – Joel 1:14; 2:12, 15.

WEEK THIRTY-FIVE:
MEMORY VERSE:

DAN. 6:18

E. WHY SOME CHRISTIANS FAIL TO FAST

1. Over-interest in food – some have developed the habit of filling their stomachs all the time and somehow fear that when they fast they will die or fall sick.

2. Some fear that fasting will make them grow lean.

3. Health reasons – some, especially those with abdominal problems and those undergoing medication, find it difficult to fast.

4. Ignorance – some don’t even know the spiritual benefits and significance of fasting so feel that it is not necessary and that their ten-minute daily prayer will somehow carry them through.

F. HOW LONG SHOULD WE FAST?

There is no direct biblical command as to how long one has to fast.  We however have biblical examples ranging from one day to forty days.  The duration for a fast should be based on the individual’s own decision.

1. 40 DAYS DURATION  - Moses – Ex. 34:38; Jesus – Matt. 4:2; Elijah – 1 Kgs. 19:8.

2. 21 DAYS DURATION  - Daniel - Dan. 10:3.

	3.  14 DAYS DURATION  -

 
	Paul and the 276 men – Acts 27:33.


4. 7 DAYS DURATION    - David – 2 Sam. 12:16-23; Israelites – 1 Sam. 31:19

5. 3 DAYS DURATION   - Esther and the Jews – Esther 4:13-16; 5:1-9; Paul – 

Acts 9:9, 17

6. 1-DAY DURATION  - David – 2 Sam. 1:12; 3:35; Daniel – Dan. 9:3, 20-27; 

Israelites – Judg. 20:26-35.

7. 1-NIGHT DURATION – Dan. 6:18-24 by King Dairus.

	NB:
	Long fasting or protracted fasting without food and water is not advisable.  The long fasts of the Lord, Moses and Elijah with or without water are not a pattern for all believers to follow.  They were done under special divine conditions.  When Daniel fasted for 21 days, the Bible says: “Daniel ate NO PLEASANT BREAD till three whole weeks were fulfilled”– (Dan. 10:3), Remember that your health is important – Acts 27:33-34; Matt. 15:32; 1 Sam. 14:24-30 and so for health reasons, it is best to drink some water during fasting even if it is for a day.


WEEK THIRTY-SIX:

MEMRORY VERSE:

LK. 18:12

G. WRONG KINDS OF FASTING

In Isa. 58:3-5, God condemns hypocritical forms of fasting.  This includes:

1. Verse 3 – Fasting only to draw attention.  This is just like a hunger strike, when people forgo food without prayer.

2. Verse 3 – Complaining during fasting.

3. Verse 3 – For personal pleasure to boast of one’s spirituality – Lk. 18:12.

4. Verse 3 – Fasting and at the same time cheating, exploiting workers and other people.

5. Verse 4 – Fasting and at the same time living in wickedness.

6. Verse 5 – Fasting an still holding on to idols.

7. Matt. 6:16-18 – Fasting and showing a sad countenance, disfiguring the face and making a show for others to see.

8. Fasting to please others e.g. your Pastor or fiancé or any other person.

WEEK THIRTY-SEVEN:

MEMORY VERSE:
 1SA. 58:6

H. RIGHT KINDS OF FASTING

Isa. 58:6-9 teaches us that right fasting are done in holiness, righteousness, good deeds, and justice.

1. Verse 7 - Provide for the poor.

2. Verse 7 - Share with the hungry and needy.

3. Verse 8 - Fast in righteousness.

4. Verse 9 - Call upon the Lord. 

WEEK THIRTY-EIGHT:

MEMORY VERSE:

MATT. 6:16-18

I. WHAT TO DO DURING FASTING

1. PRAYER– Prayer and fasting are like married couples.  Fasting without prayer is like a hunger strike and therefore meaningless.  Much time should also be spent in meditation. 

2. Reading, studying and meditating on the word of God.  Studying God’s word during fasting makes the word of God become very much alive to quicken faith.

3. REST – During fasting, it is advisable to take yourself away from normal work so that you can have time for prayer and be more sensitive to hearing from God.

J. DO’S AND DON’TS IN FASTING

1. Do not tell people you are fasting.  Keep it to yourself and probably your wife/husband only.

2. Do not fast without an aim or purpose.

3. Concentrate on prayer and bible study.

4. Bathe and dress in a normal way.

5. For maximum concentration, choose a time you are not so much occupied.

6. Set your mind on the Lord and on heavenly things.

7. Do not disfigure your face to let people know that you are fasting.  Don’t squeeze your face, spit in public or get angry.  Some wrongly pass comments like: “Don’t you know that I am fasting?”  “You are fortunate that I am fasting else I would have dealt drastically with you”.  “You wait until I break my fast…” Such comments are uncalled for and should be avoided.

8. Never fast for the sake of fasting.

9. Avoid making a public show of your fast.

10. Do not take any medicine during the course of your fast.  If you are on medication, suspend either the fast or the medication.  The two do not work well.

11. Do not incline yourself to fleshy desires like excessive sexual relations, (married couples) jealousy, anger, gossips, etc., during the course of the fast.

12. Drink a lot of water during the fast (especially longer fasts) to keep the body healthy.

13. Find a convenient place for meditation during the fast.

14. Fasting should never be used as a substitute for obedience.

	NB:
	Take note that it is normal that in any fasting beyond one day, you may experience slight headache and find it difficult to sleep. Use sleepless nights for prayer and meditation.


WEEK THIRTY-NINE:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 COR. 7:5

K. SPIRITUAL BENEFITS OF FASTING

1. Fasting brings us close to God – 1 Cor. 7:5.

2. Fasting moves and achieves what prayer alone may not accomplish.

3. Fasting helps us to take control over our old nature and fleshy desires.

4. Fasting enlarges prayer power.  The more we fast, the more our prayer becomes powerful.

5. Fasting with the word and prayer helps us to “crucify” the members of our bodies – Col. 3:5.

6. Fasting brings about revivals in churches, communities and nations.

7. Fasting helps increase our anointing for divine service.

8. When there is failure, defeat, disappointment, discouragement and depression, fasting and prayer will turn us around into a life of victory, happiness, peace and joy.  

9. When we fast, our capacity is enlarged to enjoy the spiritual blessings that God has prepared for us.

L. PHYSICAL BENEFITS OF FASTING

1. Medical science tells us that fasting is excellent for good health. The digestive system should rest periodically.

2. Over-weight and obese people are advised to fast. The slogan is: “after feasting, you should fast”.

3. Fasting helps maintain the blood circulatory system as the heart is then relaxed.

4. When we fast, the excess fat in the body is used by the body.  This helps us maintain good health.

CHRISTIAN MATURITY

WEEK FORTY:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 COR. 14:20

INTRODUCTION:  Babies are always expected to grow physically into maturity.  In the same way, after we have been born again, God expects us to grow spiritually into maturity.

WHAT CHRISTIAN MATURITY IS NOT

1. NOT OLD AGE – being an old person in the church does not mean you are a matured Christian.

2. NOT BEING OLD IN THE CHURCH – being in the church for a long time does not necessarily mean you are a matured Christian.  There are many old spiritual babies in the church.

3. NOT BEING GOOD AT EXERCISING SPIRITUAL GIFTS – we must be careful not to confuse and equate one’s ability to exercise spiritual gifts with one’s spiritual maturity.  The Corinthians operated several gifts of the Holy Spirit, yet they were spiritual babies – 1 Cor. 3:1-4.

WHAT IS CHRISTIAN MATURITY?

1. Putting away all childish things – 1 Cor. 13:11.

2. Having spiritual understanding – 1 Cor. 14:20.

3. Striving to be Christ-like – Eph. 4:13.

4. Ability to partake of the deeper truths of the gospel – Heb. 5:14.

5. Ability to overcome temptations – 1 Jn. 2:14.

WEEK FORTY-ONE:

MEMORY VERSE:

HEB. 5:12

SIGNS OF CHRISTIAN IMMATURITY

1. Not able to receive strong teaching – 1 Cor. 3:1-2.

2. Inconsistency in the faith and therefore tossed about with every wind of doctrine – Heb. 5:12; 1 Pet. 2:2.

3. Not knowing how to handle differences and difficulties.

4. Easily giving in to divisions.

5. Easily moved by circumstances.

6. Complains a lot.

HOW TO GROW INTO MATURITY

1) Pray everyday.

2) Study the Word everyday.

3) Discipline yourself.

4) Obey the Word.

5) Desire to grow.

SEXUAL IMMORALITY

WEEK FORTY-TWO:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 THESS. 4:3

INTRODUCTION:  Sexual immorality is the single most dangerous and often committed sin among Christians.  It has brought down many ministers and Church leaders.  Sometimes some fall into it because of ignorance.  

A)  WHAT IS SEXUAL IMMORALITY?

Sexual immorality is the general term used for different types of sex-related sins.  These include:

a. Fornication – To indulge in unlawful sexual intercourse or sexual intercourse between unmarried persons – Gal. 5:19

b. Adultery – A married man or woman who breaks the marriage vow to have sexual relations with another person. It is otherwise called extra-marital relationship – Lev. 18:20; Matt. 5:27-28; 1 Cor. 6:9; 2 Pet. 2:14.  Spiritually, adultery is a symbol of idolatry – 2Chr. 21:11.

c. Incest – Sexual intercourse between near relations, e.g. brother and sister, father and daughter or mother and son. (Lev. 18:6-10; 1 Cor. 5:1-5).

WEEK FORTY-THREE:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 COR. 6:18

d. Homosexuality – Sexual attraction to persons of the same sex (i.e. a man having sexual relations with another man - Lev. 18:22). Homosexuals are otherwise called “gays”.  

e. Lesbianism – Sexual intercourse between a woman and another woman.  It is otherwise called female homosexuality – Rom. 1:24

f. Bestiality – Sexual relations between a man and an animal – Lev.  18:23.

g. Sex Abuse – This is a general term used for all kinds of sex violations.  These include raping, child sex defilement, masturbation, etc.

h. Prostitution – To offer one’s body sexually for payment.  It is otherwise called harlotry – Deut. 23:17; Lev. 19:29; 1 Kgs. 14:24.

WEEK FORTY-FOUR:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 COR. 10:8

A) WHY PEOPLE ENGAGE IN SEXUAL IMMORALITY

a. 
To satisfy their lustful desires.

b.   For financial or material profit – Deut. 23:18.

      c.   Some consider it as a social game.

      d.  Some do it to prove their manhood or womanhood to receive peer group approval.

B) WHY SEXUAL IMMORALITY IS A SIN

(a) It defiles the body – 1 Cor. 6:18.

(b) The body is the temple of God and must not be used for immoral purposes – 1 Cor. 3:16-17; 6:15, 19.

(c) The body is not meant for sexual immorality but for the Lord – Cor. 6:13.

(d) Sexual immorality breaks God’s marriage ordinance – 1 Cor. 6:16.

WEEK FORTY-FIVE:

MEMORY VERSE:

NUM. 25:1,9

C) THE COST OF SEXUAL IMMORALITY

1) Some 24,000 people died as a result of it in Israel – Num. 25:1,9.

2) It breeds moral decadence. 

3) It makes people susceptible to strange diseases like HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases.

4) It creates social problems like teenage pregnancy and its attendant problems.

5) It creates hatred and violence.

6) It promotes abortions which breeds infections and subsequent gynecological problems.

7) It disturbs the Christian’s fellowship with the Lord – Ps. 66:18.

8) It disqualifies people for heaven – 1 Cor. 6:9-10.

WEEK FORTY-SIX:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 THESS. 4:4

D) SOME BIBLICAL ADMONITIONS

1. You should not commit adultery – Deut. 5:18.

2. You should resolve not to look lustfully at any woman – Job 31:1.

3. Do not be captivated by an adulteress – Prov. 5:2.

4. To avoid fornication, simply marry – 1 Cor. 7:1-2; 8-9.

5. Learn to control your body – 1 Thess. 4:4.

6. Know that God has not called us into a life of impurity – 1 Thess. 4:7.

7. Be self-controlled and pure – Tit. 2:5.

8. Know that those who keep themselves pure would be with the Lord – Rev. 14:4.

9. Do not look lustfully at any woman as that is tantamount to adultery – 

Matt. 5:27-28.

10. There must not be any hint of sexual immorality among believers – Eph. 5:3.

11. Put to death whatever belongs to sexual immortality – Col. 3:5.

WEEK FORTY-SEVEN:

MEMORY VERSE:

LEV. 18:2

12. Keep the marriage bed pure. Do not defile your marriage bed by bringing in another woman or man – Heb. 13:4.

13. Beware of the “3 Flees”.

· Flee fornication – 1 Cor. 6:18 (Joseph fled – Gen. 39:12).

· Flee youthful lust – 2 Tim. 2:22.

· Flee idolatry – 1 Cor. 6:18.

14. Abstain from sinful desires – 1 Pet. 2:11.

15. Get rid of all moral filth – James 1:21.

16. Crucify the sinful nature and its lustful passions – Gal. 5:24.

WEEK FORTY-EIGHT:

MEMORY VERSE:

EPH. 5:3

17. Read the following prayerfully to know how people are drawn into immorality. Study the dangers thereof and how to get out of it – Prov. 5:1-11; Prov. 6:20-35; Prov. 7:1-27.

18. To avoid adultery, learn to “drink from your own cistern” (your own wife/husband) – 

Prov. 5:15-19.

19. In marriage, learn not to “deprive each other” – 1 Cor. 7:5.

CONCLUSION: It has been seen that sexual immorality is a very dangerous sin, which must be avoided, at all times. 

DISEASES, SICKNESSES AND HEALING
INTRODUCTION: All human beings, like other living things are vulnerable to all types of diseases and sicknesses. Some of these are preventable while some simply come as an attack. This study looks at the Christian and his relations to diseases, sicknesses and healing. 

WEEK FORTY-NINE:

MEMORY VERSE:

ISA. 53:4

I) WHAT IS A DISEASE?

1) A disease is any abnormal condition in the body brought about either by unfavourable environments or parasitic agencies.

2) A disease is an illness or disorder caused by infection or diet or condition of life inherited, not by accident.

3) An illness is a state of being unwell which may be caused by disease.

4) A disease is an unhealthy condition of the mind or body.

II) WHAT ARE THE CAUSES OF DISEASES?

1) Sin – Jn. 5:14; Lk. 5:19-25; Jos. 5:14-16;21 Kgs. 5:24, 27.

2) Satan (Demons) – Job 2:7; Lk. 13:16; Matt. 12:22; Mk. 9:17-26.

3) Fatigue - over-thinking, lack of sleep, over-work.

4) Misuse of one’s body, e.g. immorality, smoking, drunkenness, abortion, drug abuse, etc.

5) Unhygienic environment –e.g. poor waste disposal system, poor drinking water, unventilated rooms, entertaining mosquitoes and flies - Deut. 23:12-14.

6) Poor personal hygiene – e.g. poor treatment of the body, poor dental management, wearing dirty clothes, keeping dirty finger nails, etc.

7) Poor eating habits or poor dieting, e.g. low nutritional foods, over-eating, eating unwashed foods.

8) Hereditary causes.

9) Divine judgement – Ex. 9:10; 2 Kgs. 5:24-27; Num. 21:6-7; 2 Sam. 24:15.

10) Environmental pollution or unfavourable climatic condition e.g. flu, sneezing.

11) Old age (weak organs).

WEEK FIFTY:

MEMORY VERSE:

EX. 15:26

III) HOW TO PREVENT DISEASES

1. Live a holy life without blemish and be obedient to the Lord – Ex. 15:26.

2. Resist the devil by living right with God – Jas. 4:7.

3. Have ample time to rest – Mk. 5:38; Prov. 3:24.

4. Do not over-strain your body or be in the habit of worrying – Matt. 6:25-34.

5. Make sure you eat a balanced diet and at the right time – Acts 27:34; 

1 Kgs. 19:5-8.

6. Keep a very clean environment devoid of flies, mosquitoes, cockroaches, bed bugs and other harmful insects. Dispose of all human and household wastes promptly.  Kitchenware must be washed clean at all times.  Keep a clean surrounding.  Have a well-ventilated room.

7. Maintain very good personal hygiene e.g. armpits, regular bath, clean clothings, clean beddings.

8. Be very careful of what you put into your mouth.  Don’t eat from just anywhere.  Don’t drink from just anywhere.  Wash all foods thoroughly.  Boil your drinking water before drinking.

9. Treat all minor injuries of cuts promptly and take no health issue for granted.

10. Avoid self-medication. Under-dose or over-dose or any drug can be dangerous. Avoid quack doctors and un-approved herbal concoctions.

11. Take very good care of your body as too much of everything is bad – 

1 Cor. 6:15-19.

WEEK FIFTY-ONE:

MEMORY VERSE:

JAS. 5:14-16

IV) WHAT TO DO WHEN SICK

(a) First, pray and review your life to see if there is any sin that might have caused the sickness.  If there is, then repent, confess and forsake it – Jas. 5:14-16.

(b) Try to find the possible cause of the disease.  Check with the above cause and remedy it accordingly.  If you need rest, do take a rest. If it is an environmental issue, correct it.  

(c) If it is found to be a demonic attack, resist the devil and cast him out with prayer, fasting and the word. You may solicit the prayer of other Christians.

(d) If it is a medical issue, see a doctor immediately.

(e) Pray in faith, claiming all God’s promises concerning healing – Mk. 9:23; Ps. 6:2.

(f) Check and forgive all you need to forgive and reconcile with all you need to reconcile with – Matt. 6:14-16.

(g) Never be discouraged – Prov. 24:10.

(h) Trust in the Lord, your healer – Ex. 23:25-26; Isa. 53:4; Ps. 30:2.

	NB:
	Never seek the help of witch-doctors or soothsayers, as they will aggravate your sickness – 2 Chr. 16:12-14.  They may end up injecting more demons into you. It can be seen form above that contrary to common belief, not all diseases need demon-casting exercise, although the devil is the one behind all evil including diseases.  The Lord in His own sovereignty can heal all diseases, be they environmental, medical, hereditary or whatever.  Let us however do our part and let the Lord take care of the rest.  After all if a Christian does not bathe and therefore develops skin rashes, he should not expect God to come to do the bathing for him.


WEEK FIFTY-TWO:

MEMORY VERSE:

PS. 107:20

V) DOES GOD PROMISE TO HEAL?

1) “… I am the Lord your healer”.  – Ex. 15:26.

2) “… I will take away sickness from among you”.  – Ex. 15:25-26.

3) “By His stripes we are healed” – Isa. 53:5.

4) “Beloved, I wish above all that you may prosper and be in good health” – 3 Jn. 2.

5) “He forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases” – Ps. 103:3.

6) Jesus healed all manner of diseases – Mk. 6:5-56.

7) He sent forth His word and healed them, He rescued them from the grave – 

Ps. 107:20.

8) He healed the broken-hearted and binds up their wounds – Ps. 147:3.

9) “I, the Lord will restore you to health and heal your wounds” – Jer. 30:17.

10) Jesus has given authority to believers to heal – Matt. 10:1, 8, Mk. 16:17-19.

	NB:
	Every Christian should know and claim the fact that healing is for us.


WEEK FIFTY-THREE:

MEMORY VERSE:
HEB. 11:6

VI) WHY SOME PEOPLE ARE NOT HEALED

1) Unbelief – Jas. 1:5-7; Mk. 11:22-24; Heb. 11:6.

2) Self pity –Jn. 5:6-7 (“…as for this sickness of mine…”)

3) Ignorance – Hosea 4:6

4) Un-confessed sins – Ps. 66:18; Prov. 15:8,29; 21:27; 28:9; Isa. 1:15.

5) “If Thou will” type of prayer – It is God’s will to heal so never pray “if thou will…” – Lk. 5:12-13.

6) Harboring grudges – Matt. 6:14-15; Mk. 11:24-26.

7) Stubborn demons who come back after being driven out – Matt. 12:43-45.

	NB:
	It would be seen that all who were healed by the Lord in the Bible first acknowledged His Lordship.  Similarly, those healed now must accept Jesus as their savior and follow the Lord after healing, else, they risk, the chance of the demons coming back again with seven stronger ones.It is unfortunate that many now need God’s healing but do not want the Lord, the healer Himself. They go back to their old lifestyles after receiving healing. Bartimaeus who was healed of blindness however followed Jesus – Mk. 10:52. We need to follow his example.


WEEK FIFTY-FOUR:

MEMORY VERSE:

MK. 10:52

EXAMPLES OF BIBLICAL HEALING

1. By the Word of Jesus – Matt. 8:8,16.

2. By faith in Jesus – Acts 3:16

3. By faith – Mk. 10:52; Mk. 5:34.

4. By the laying on of hands – Lk. 13:12-13.

5. By driving out demons – Mk. 1:25-26, 34.

6. Jesus used His saliva and mud to heal – Mk. 8:23; Jn. 9:6-7.

WEEK FIFTY-FIVE:

MEMORY VERSE:

MK. 6:56

7. By touching the sick – Lk. 5:13; Mk. 6:56.

8. By commanding the evil spirits – Mk. 9:25-26.

9. Through Paul’s handkerchief and aprons – Acts 19:11-12.

	NB:
	It would be seen from the above that no one method should always be used in healing.  The Holy Spirit should help us to discern to know the appropriate method.  If there is no clear directive from the Holy Spirit, simply pray a prayer of faith.


HOW HEALING CAN COME ABOUT

1. Through the sufferer’s own faith in the Word – Acts 14:8-10; Matt. 9;22.

2. Through the Minister’s faith only – Matt. 9:22.

3. Through the combined faith of the Minister and the sufferer – Matt. 9:28-29.

4. Through the sovereignty of God – Ps. 115:3.

CONCLUSION:  It can be seen clearly that if we consecrate ourselves and live lives of obedience to the Lord’s word, take good care of our bodies and environments, we are likely to enjoy very good health.  However, should any sickness or disease befall us, the Lord is ever ready to heal us. We should therefore not be hesitant to call upon Him for all our health needs.  

THIS THING CALLED ANGER
INTRODUCTION: This study simply aims at helping the believer to understand what anger is, some of its causes, what it does to people, what the Bible says about it, and how to control one’s temper.

WEEK FIFTY-SIX:

MEMORY VERSE:

PROV. 14:17A

A) WHAT IS ANGER?

1. Anger is a fierce feeling of displeasure usually leading to a desire to do away with or to fight against the person or thing causing the feeling.

2. Anger is a strong passion or emotion excited by injury or rage.

3. Anger is one of the desires of the sinful nature – Gal. 5:19-21.

B) CAUSES OF ANGER

a. Cheating.

b. Unfair treatment.

c. Disappointment.

d. General hatred.

e. Jealousy.

f. General dissatisfaction.

g. Insults.

h. Deception.

DISCUSSION:  What normally makes you angry?

WEEK FIFTY-SEVEN:

MEMORY VERSE:

PROV. 22:24-25

C) WHAT ANGER DOES TO THE ANGRY PERSON

a. It has been said that, “an angry man is a mad man during the period of his anger”.  Know therefore that if you are angry for 24 hours, you have been mad for 24 hours.

b. It has been said also that, “anger is the acid which does much harm to its container (the angry man’s body) rather than the object (the person you are angry with) on which it is poured”.

c. Some psychologists say that, “it takes 114 nerves to be angry while it takes only 4 nerves to laugh”.

d. Remember that you are a slave to the one you are angry with throughout the period of your anger.

e. Anger is the root cause of all wars, fights, quarrels, divorce, hatred, murder, general destruction, etc.

f. It led Moses to throw away the tables of the 10 commandments he had spent 40 days and 40 nights to obtain.

g. Cain, the first man to be angry in the world ended up killing his own brother – 

Gen. 4:5-6.

DISCUSSSION:  What has anger made you personally to destroy or miss out in this life?  Give examples of what anger has done to other people.

	NB:
	It would be seen from the above that the end result of anger is almost always negative and evil.  No one is to pride of himself/herself for being quick-tempered.


WEEK FIFTY-EIGHT:

MEMORY VERSE:

ECCL. 7:9

D) WHAT THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT ANGER

a. A quick-tempered man does foolish things – Prov. 14:17a

b. A quick-tempered man displays folly – Prov. 14:29.

c. A hot-tempered man stirs up dissension  - Prov. 15:18.

d. A hot-tempered man must pay the penalty – Prov. 19:19.

e. Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man, do not associate with one easily angered – Prov. 22:24-25.

f. Like a city whose walls are broken down, is a man who lacks self-control – Prov. 25:28  (He is defenseless).

g. A fool gives full event to his anger – Prov. 29:11.

h. A hot-tempered man commits many sins – Prov. 29:22.

i. A fool shows his anger at once – Prov. 12:16.

WEEK FIFTY-NINE:

MEMORY VERSE:

ECCL. 7:9

j. Anger is cruel and fury – Prov. 27:4.

k. A King’s anger is like a lion – Prov. 19:12.

l. A man who controls his temper is better than any mighty warrior – Prov. 16:32.

m. Anger resides in the bosom of fools – Eccl. 7:9.

n. Man shall be judged for sheer anger against his brother – Matt. 5:22.

o. Man’s anger does not bring about righteousness – Jas. 1:20

p. Be slow to anger – Jas. 1:19.

q. Church leaders must not be quick-tempered people – Tit. 1:7.

r. Do not harbor anger – Eph. 4:26.

E) HOW TO CONTROL YOUR TEMPER

a. Be fond of using soft words – Prov. 15:1.

b. Be quick to put off any trace of anger – Eph. 4:26-31.

c. Yield completely to the Holy Spirit – Phil. 4:5.

d. Develop a general dislike for anger.

e. Stay close to the Word of God.

f. Be watchful.

g. Develop a spirit of tolerance for everybody.

FACING HARD TIMES IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE    
WEEK SIXTY:

MEMORY VERSE:

ACTS 14:22

INTRODUCTION:  When we become Christians, we wish we never faced difficulties.  Unfortunately, the Bible does not promise us a problem-free Christian life. In fact, someone has said:  “Christianity helps us to dance to the music even if we don’t like the tune”.  This study looks at Christian suffering and general difficulties that Christians face from Biblical perspective.

WHY CHRISTIANS FACE DIFFICULTIES AND SUFFERING

1.  Although we are not of this world, we are in the world and the dictates of the world system affects us - Jn. 15:19.

2. The Bible says we must go through many hardships before entering the Kingdom of      God – Acts 14:22.

3. Jesus said that in this world that we shall have many troubles but He has overcome the world – Jn. 16:33.

4. The righteous man has many troubles but the Lord delivers him form all of them – Ps. 34:19.

5. We share in His suffering in order to share also in His glory – Rom. 8:17.

6. We need to share in His sufferings – Phil. 3:10.

7. We are not only to believe in Him but also to suffer for Him – Phil. 1:29.

8. Suffering produces perseverance, which also produces character – Rom. 5:3-4.

9. All the godly men of old like Abraham, Moses, the prophets, Jesus, the apostles all went through hard times – 2 Cor. 11:23-28; Jn. 15:20-21.

10. We are not fighting against flesh and blood – Eph. 6:12.

WEEK SIXTY-ONE:

MEMORY VERSE:

PROV. 24:10

HOW TO HANDLE DIFFICULTIES IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
11. Don’t be discouraged – Prov. 24:10.

12. Encourage yourself in the Lord – 1 Sam. 30:6.

13. Don’t think you are the only person suffering – Lam. 1:12.

14. Pray earnestly – Rom. 12:12; Jas. 5:13.

15. Consider it pure joy because it is a test of your faith – Jas. 1:2-4.

16. Persevere and never give up – Jas. 1:12.

17. Trust in the Lord and not in yourself – Jer. 17:5: Ps. 118:6-9.

CONCLUSION:  It is good for us to know that the present suffering is nothing to be compared to the good things we are going to enjoy in heaven – Rom. 8:18.

NEVER GIVE UP!!!!
HOLINESS

WEEK SIXTY-TWO:

MEMORY VERSE:

LK. 1:6

INTRODUCTION:  The word holy appears 592 times in the Bible. The noun form holiness appears 43 times.  This underscores the importance God attaches to the topic.

WHAT HOLINESS IS NOT

1. Not ascetism, i.e. sternly and rigorously practicing self-denial or living a lifestyle of strict dos and don’ts.

2. Not wearing of special religious garments i.e. wearing white gowns with marks of the cross or putting the crucifix around your neck etc.

3. Not vegetarianism, i.e. eating certain foods, rejecting meat, living on vegetables, etc.

WHAT IS HOLINESS?

1. It is defined as the quality of being holy or being morally perfect.

2. It is having a clear conscience before God and man – not having a single cloud between you and God or man.

3. Holiness is walking in the light and fully obeying the word of God.

4. Holiness signifies that every thought of man, every emotion, every act, every deed and indeed, every make up of man’s life are determined by the will of God.

5. Holiness is living a blameless and upright life, obeying God’s commands, shunning evil and fearing God reverently – Job. 1:1; Lk; 1:6.

WEEK SIXTY-THREE:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 THESS. 4:7

REASONS WHY WE SHOULD BE HOLY

1. God is holy and as His children, we should be holy – Lev. 11:44-45; 20:7, 36; 19:2; 21:6; 1 Pet; 1:15-16.

2. We have been called into holiness – 1 Thess. 4:7.

3. Without holiness no man can see the Lord – Heb. 12:14.

4. We are called into a holy life – 2 Tim 1:8-9.

5. We are members of a holy nation – 1 Pet. 2:9.

6. God’s main aim of calling Abraham and later forming the nation of Israel out of him was to have a holy people unto Himself – Ex. 19:5-6.

7. We are called upon to worship the Lord in the beauty of His holiness – Ps. 29:2; Ps. 96:9; 99:9; Isa. 27:13.

8. Jesus prayed that we may be kept in holiness – Jn. 17:17-20.

9. It is God’s will that we live in holiness – 1 Thess. 4:3.

WEEK SIXTY-FOUR:

MEMORY VERSE:

COL. 3:12

10. God is jealous for His holy name – Ezek. 39:25.

11. We are called holy brethren – Heb. 3:1.

12. God chose us from the beginning to be holy and blameless in Him – Eph. 1:4.

13. Our body which is the temple of God must be holy – 1 Cor. 3:16-17.

14. Christians as holy seeds must not be mingled with unholy seeds Ezek. 9:2.

15. To serve as a constant reminder to the people of Israel, the high priest was to wear a golden plate in his turban with the inscription “holiness unto the Lord” – 

Ex. 28:36-38.  Christians as the New Testament priesthood must “wear” a spiritual    inscription like that – 1 Pet. 2:9-10.  

16. The Church should be presented holy and without blemish unto God – Eph. 5:25-27.

17. We were once sinners but we have now been reconciled to God so we should be presented holy to Him – Col. 1:21-22.

18. As God’s children, we are to be holy and unblameable. We are to clothe ourselves with holiness – Col. 3:12.

19. We are to lift up holy hands (not filthy hands) unto God – 1 Tim. 2:8.

20. Without holiness on the part of Christians, the gospel cannot be spread properly.
WEEK SIXTY-FIVE:

MEMORY VERSE:

2 PET. 3:11

21. Holiness is one of the main requirements for Christian leadership – Tit. 1:8.

22. Jesus our High Priest is holy, blameless and pure so we should emulate Him – Heb. 7:26.

23. We must live holy lives as the coming of Jesus approaches – 2 Pet. 3:11.

24. Living holy lives will make people praise God because of us – Gal. 1:24.

25. Living holy lives will make the Church to have a good testimony in society.  This will 

make society to respect Christianity.

26. We are told to be pure in heart – Matt. 5:8.

27. Christians are commanded to live holy lives – 1 Thess. 4:1-8.

28. Being partakers of God’s divine nature, Christians must live in holiness –2 Pet. 1:4-8.

29. The Lord wants to establish us as a holy people – Deut. 28:9.

30. We are told to learn to live holy lives – Eph. 4:17; 5:13.

WEEK SIXTY-SIX:

MEMORY VERSE:

ROM. 12:9

31. Since we have been raised with Christ, we must live right – Col. 3:1-17.

32. Christians are to hate evil – Ps. 97:10; Rom. 12:9.

33. Blessed are the blameless – Ps. 119:1.

34. We are exhorted to present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God – Rom. 12:1-2.

35. We are asked to stop sinning – 1 Cor. 15:34.

36. We are to cleanse ourselves from all filth – 2 Cor. 7:1.

37. Holy living or godliness is profitable – 1 Tim. 4:8.

38. Holy living or godliness is a great gain – 1 Tim. 6:6.

39. All who have hope in the return of Jesus must live a life of holiness – 1 Jn. 3:3; 2 Pet 3:14.

40. Unbelievers are challenged and shamed by our holy lives -  1 Pet. 2:12.

41. We are to abstain from sinful desires – 1 Pet. 2:11.

WEEK SIXTY-SEVEN:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 PET. 2:11

42. As Christians are called as saints, it implies that we have been called to a separated form of lifestyle – 2 Cor. 1:1; Eph. 1:1; Phil. 1:1.

43. We are basically called to be holy – 1 Cor. 1:2.

44. Christians are called “holy and faithful brothers in Christ” – 1 Col. 1:2.

45. The Father is called “The Holy Oneof Israel”– Isa. 12:6.  The Son is called “The Holy One” even by demons – Lk. 4:34.

· The Son is called “The Holy One” by Angels – Lk. 1:4.

· The Holy Spirit is holy.

· Angels are called Holy Angels – Mk. 8:38.

· The Apostles and Prophets of old were called Holy Apostles and Prophets – Eph. 3:5.

· The Law is called “The Holy Law” – Rom. 7:12.

· The Bible is called “The Holy Scriptures” – Rom. 1:2.

· The question is where are the Holy Men?

WEEK SIXTY-EIGHT:

MEMORY VERSE:

EZE. 39:7

THE HOLINESS OF GOD

1) God is holy in character – Ps. 22:3; Jn. 17:11.

2) God is holy in words – Ps. 60:6; Jer. 23:9.

3) God is holy in works – Ps. 145:17.

4) God is holy in name – Isa. 57:15.

5) God’s holiness is incomparable – Ex. 15:11; 1 Sam. 2:2.

6) Angels praise and worship God for His Holiness – Isa. 6:3.

7) The Four Living Beings worship God for His Holiness – Rev. 4:8.

	NB:
	God’s holiness reveal our sinfulness to us – Isa. 6:5.  God wants us to see His Holiness – Eze. 39:7.


WEEK SIXTY-NINE:

MEMORY VERSE:

COL. 4:6

WE ARE TO BE HOLY IN:

1. Our consciences – 1 Jn. 3:21.

2. Our businesses – business scales and measurements must be reliable and accurate – Lev. 19:35-36; Prov. 11:1; Deut. 25:13-16.

3. Our words – Ps. 34:13-14.

4. Our conversation – Col. 4:6; Eph. 4:29.

5. Our marriages – Heb. 13:4; 1 Thess. 4:3-5.

6. What we see, e.g. the type of films books, etc – Matt. 5:28.

7. Our dressing (outward appearance).

	NB:
	You may not be able to avoid the first look but you can avoid the second look.


· Holiness demands faithfulness.  A faithful man, who can find?  - Prov. 20:6.

· Holiness demands integrity – Job 2:9; Job 27:5-6.

WEEK SEVENTY:

MEMORY VERSE:

EX. 23:2

HINDRANCES TO HOLY LIVING

1. The flesh – Gal. 5:16-18.

2. The world system – 1 Jn.  2:15-17.

3. Peer pressure – trying to please friends at the expense of God’s word – 2 Cor. 6:14-16.

4. The pressure of the crowd – Ex. 23:2.

5. Economic pressure – 1 Tim. 6:7-10.

6. The three Gs, Fs, Ss.

· Gold

-

Finance
-
Silver

· Glory

-

Fame

-
Self

· Girls

-

Female

-
Sex

7. Compromise and modernism:  Know that in Christianity, it is consecration and not compromise.

8. Trusting in yourself and feeling it is impossible to be holy – Phil. 4:13.

· Life Question: What hinders you personally from living a holy life?  List 10 hindrances.  What are you going to do about them?

	NB:
	Job resolved:  “I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a girl” – Job 31:1. What is your resolution today?


WEEK SEVENTY-ONE:

MEMORY VERSE:

ROM. 12:1-3

31.8 HOW TO LIVE IN HOLINESS

1. Take in the Word of God.

2. Learn to be obedient.

3. Renew your mind with the Word of God – Rom. 12:1-3.

4. Offer your body as a living sacrifice unto God – Rom. 12:1-3.

5. Resolve to live right – Job 31:1.

6. Be ready to confess and forsake all sins.  Never harbor any sin or have excuses for sin.

7. Watch and pray.

8. Never create any good environment for sin to operate.

31.9 CONCLUSION:  As God has called us unto holiness, let us strive to live in holiness no matter the circumstances.  The Bible seems to say much on holy living than on any other subject.  Holiness is therefore of paramount importance to the Lord.  Let us therefore know that:

· A holy Christian is a confessing, forsaking and obedient Christian.

· A life of holiness is a powerful life.

· According to your holiness so shall your success be.

· A holy, anointed person is an astonishing and powerful tool in the hands of God.

· Satan does not fear the anointed but disobedient man.  He only fears the anointed holy man.

· Know that being anointed does not mean you can lead any lifestyle and be of any character. BRETHREN, LET US LIVE RIGHT!!

32.0  WICKED HERODIAS MARRIED KING HEROD
WEEK SEVENTY-TWO:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 COR. 15:33

32.1 INTRODUCTION:  Many are like Herodias who would do all in their power 

to have husbands that are not theirs.  In the case of Herodias, it required the execution of John the Baptist. Read Mark 6:14-29 to answer the following:

a. Was it scripturally right for John the Baptist to speak against the King’s marriage to Herodias?

b. Did the scriptural provision in Leviticus 18:16 permit the King to marry such a woman?

c. Why do you think Herodias was angry that John the Baptist had applied the scripture?

d. Do people get angry in our society, homes and churches when the scripture does not speak in their favour?

e. How would you have personally reacted if you had been in the position of Herodias?

f. Herod feared and respected John, but why did he not free him?  (Mark 6:20)

· Give examples when we please people against God’s will.

g. Consider the King’s hasty promise (Mark6:23). He made the promise when he was drunk.  What do you think would have happened if the girl had requested for his King’s own head?

h. Was it right for the girl to consult her mother?  (Mark6:24).  What alternative step could she have taken?

i. Could the girl (Salome) disagree with her mother’s request for John’s head?

· NOTE: She obeyed the 5th law and violated the 6th   - Ex. 20:12-13.

WEEK SEVENTY-THREE:

MEMORY VERSE:

LEV. 19:29

j. If you were Salome, what would you have done?

k. Why did the woman not request any other thing?

l. In what ways are some parents dragging their children into evil deeds? Read Lev. 19:29.

· Give examples.  

m. Could the King have refused such a request?  If he had, what do you think would have been his stand before God?  Why did he not refuse?  (Mark 6:26).

n. What do you think the woman and her daughter did with John’s head?  Do you think Herod would tolerate it in his palace?

o. How do you compare John’s “plain talk stand” before Herod to the “plain talk stand” of Nabot before Ahab?

p. Are you prepared to stand like that?

q. Are you prepared to pay the price?  (Phil. 1:21; Rom. 14:8).

r. In dying for the sake of speaking the truth, what reward would John the Baptist have?

s. Do you think the marriage would be peaceful after killing a man of God in order to have their own way?

t. Do you think Salome will be declared innocent because she just obeyed her mother?

NOTE:  Tradition has it that Salome died through a fall and broke her neck.

WHAT OTHER LESSONS DO YOU TAKE FROM THESE?

33.0 LOVE
WEEK SEVENTY-FOUR:

MEMORY VERSE:

JN. 15:12

33.1 INTRODUCTION:  In this study on Love, we’re going to look at kinds of LOVE, why we must love, who to love and actually how to love.  This ultimately seeks to paint a picture of how real Christian love should operate in Christian circles.

33.2 KINDS OF LOVE

There are four (4) kinds of LOVE:

33.2.1 a) EROS - This often refers to sexual love.  Its motive is usually to get something for what it gives.  If it fails to get what it wants, it may turn to resentment, hatred and bitterness.  E.g. Samson and Delila type.

                 ‘Eros’ says:

1. “I love you because of what I get – selfish love”.

2. “I love you because you make me happy”.

33.2.2 B) STORGE – This is the affection expressed and enjoyed between parents and 

     children.  Please discuss Biblical examples.

c) PHILIA – This is the warm affection for those nearest and dearest to us.  It is deemed higher than  ‘Eros’ in that it involves mutual sharing.  It is what we both enjoy and not what I enjoy as in ‘Eros’.  It is based on ‘love me, I love you principle’. “Give and take system”.  In case of any problems the other party runs away.  It fails when one of the partners fail to contribute his or her share. Peter was referring to this type when he said he loved Jesus in John 21:15.

PLEASE DISCUSS PRACTICAL EXAMPLES OF THIS TYPE OF LOVE.

WEEK SEVENTY-FIVE:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 JN. 4:19

33.2.3 d) AGAPE:  It does not seek pleasure for itself but instead delights in giving.  

Love in its actuality is giving.
· God the Father loved and so gave His Son - Jn. 3:16.

· God the Son loved and so gave Himself – Eph. 5:2.

· God the Holy Spirit gave gifts to us – 1 Cor. 12:11.

· Agape still loves even when the other partner does not – Rom. 5:8.

Agape love desires only the good of the one loved irrespective of the cost or sacrifice involved.  It gives 100% and expects nothing in return.  We love God because He first loves us –1 Jn. 4:19.

	NB:
	This is more than loving your neighbour as yourself – Phil. 2:3-4; 1 Cor. 10:24.

It means “laying down ones life for another”.


WEEK SEVENTY-SIX:

MEMORY VERSE:

JN. 15:13

33.3 WHY LOVING?
a. Because God has so commanded – Jn. 15:12.

b. Because the Lord first loved us to set an example for us – 1 Jn. 3:16.

c. To portray to the world that we are God’s children – Jn. 13:35.

d. Because our failure to love would mean that we have not seen the Lord – 1 Jn. 4:8.

e. Because by loving each other, we show that we have been born of Christ – 1 Jn. 4:7.

f. To be fit on the day of judgement – 1 Jn. 4:17.

	NB:
	In your view, why do Christians still fail to exhibit the Agape love, as the Lord desires? How this can be remedied? Personally why do you not love the way you want to?




WEEK SEVENTY-SEVEN:
MEMORY VERSE:

JN. 13:34-35

33.4 WHO TO LOVE

a. Fellow Christians – Heb. 13:1; Rom. 12:10, 13; 2 Pet. 1:7; Jn. 13:34-35; 

Jn.15:12-13, 17.

b. God – Matt. 22:37.

c. Our enemies – Lk. 6:27; Matt. 5:43-47.

1. Bless your enemies – Lk. 6:28; Rom. 12:14; Col. 4:12—13.

2. Do good to them – Matt. 5:44; Rom. 12:20; Prov. 25:21-22.

3. Pray for them – Lk. 6:34-36.

4. Lend them if possible – Lk. 6:34-36.

5. Learn to forgive them – Matt. 6:14:15; Mk. 11:25-26.

      6.  Try to reconcile with your enemies – Matt. 5:23-25; Rom. 12:17-19; Heb. 12:14; Matt. 18:15-17.

	NB:
	Jesus forgave His enemies – Lk. 23:34; Stephen forgave his enemies – Acts 7:60; Joseph forgave his brothers who had sold him – Gen. 45:14-15. Are you forgiving your enemies? Be careful with hypocritical love as shown in the kiss of Judas. List the names of people you are going to get reconciled to this week.


WEEK SEVENTY-EIGHT:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 JN. 3:17

33.5 HOW TO LOVE

a. Love through giving – 1 Jn. 3:17; Deut 15:7-11.

b. Love is not to be only in words but deeds – 1 Jn. 3:18.

	NB:
	Study the 15 commandments of love – 1 Cor. 13:4-7. Discuss other ways of exhibiting actual Christian love in the church, home, society and at workplaces.


33.6  CONCLUSION:  The Lord desires that His children practice AGAPE love, for He said: ‘Greater love hath no man than this, that a man may lay down his life for his friends (Jn.15:13). IT IS ONLY POSSIBLE IN AGAPE.  BELOVED LET US LOVE.
 34.0 LIVING AN UNCONTAMINATED LIFE IN A CONTAMINATED ENVIRONMENT
34.1 This study aims at educating Christians on how they could live clean and pure lives among unbelievers and believers alike in this sin-contaminated world.

WEEK SEVENTY-NINE:

MEMORY VERSE:

2 COR. 6:14

SCRIPTURE LESSONS:
1 SAM. 2:12-21, 26; GEN. 39:1-23

34.2 THE UNCONTAMINATED LIFE OF SAMUEL

1. Samuel was prayed into birth – 1 Sam. 1:10-20.

How were you born?

2. Samuel was dedicated to the Lord’s work – 1 Sam. 21:28.

      To whose work are you dedicated?

3. Samuel lived in Eli’s house where the two wicked sons of the priest also lived – 1 Sam. 2:12-17; 2:22-26.  These two wicked sons could have easily influenced the boy Samuel. What made him live a pure life without blemish?

4. Samuel lived with the two bad boys, but the Bible says:  “But Samuel was ministered to the Lord” – 1 Sam. 2:18.To whom do you minister?

5. Despite living with those bad boys in the same house, “the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the Lord” – 1 Sam. 2:21. What made him to succeed? In whose presence did you grow up?  How has that affected your lifestyle?  Do you want to change? What are some of the things you want to change?

6. The boy Samuel continued to grow “in stature and in favour with the Lord and men” – 1 Sam. 2:26.

7. The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli – 1 Sam. 3:1.

8. The boy Samuel slept in the Temple of the Lord where the Ark of God was –1 Sam. 3:3. Where do you sleep and with whom?

WEEK EIGHTY:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 PET. 3:16

9. As a result of Samuel’s uncontaminated life, “the Lord was with him as he grew up, and he let none of God’s word fall to the ground” – 1 Sam. 3:19.

10. All Israel recognized that Samuel was a prophet of the Lord – 1 Sam. 3:21.

11. The Lord also continued to appear and to reveal Himself to Samuel – 1 Sam. 2:21.

12. Samuel’s word carried much weight in all Israel – 1 Sam. 3:21.

13. Samuel challenged all Israel with his pure lifestyle – 1 Sam. 12:1-5.

LIFE QUESTION: What are you doing to improve your children’s character?

WEEK EIGHY-ONE:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 COR. 6:18

1) Joseph was prayed into birth – Gen. 30:22-24

2) Though his brothers sold him into slavery (Gen. 37:12-25), the Lord was with him – Gen. 39:1-4.

3) Because of Joseph, the Lord prospered the house of Potiphar, his new master –

Gen. 39:5-6.

4) Though Joseph was well built and handsome, he did not misbehave with his life as most teenagers. What made him to succeed in that foreign environment when he was alone? How do some exceptionally beautiful girls and handsome boys behave in society?  Discuss.

5) Though Potiphar’s wife wanted to coerce Joseph into adultery, he ran away – Gen. 39:7-20.  How would you have reacted in such a situation? – 1 Cor. 6:18.

6) Even in prison, the Lord was with Joseph – Gen. 39:21-23.

7) Later, after his release from prison, Joseph was appointed the Prime Minister of Egypt – Gen. 41:41-44; 42:6. It was all because the Lord was with him.

8) Joseph was given an Egyptian name Zaphenath-Paneah, which means “the saviour of the world”.

WEEK EIGHTY-TWO:

MEMORY VERSE:

Lk. 17:32

34.3   LOT – THE CONTAMINATED AND WORLDLY BELIEVER

1) Lot took all the best worldly things and later lost all – Gen. 13:11.

2) Lot called the evil men of Sodom “his brethren” – Gen. 19:7.

3) Lot offered his two virgin daughters to the evil men of Sodom – Gen. 19:8.

4) Lot became a drunkard and unknowingly had sex with his two daughters – Gen. 19:31-38.

5) After Lot had been rescued from Sodom by Abraham (Gen. 14:11-24), why did he return to that evil place?  - Gen. 14:12, 16.

6) Lot was even a city official in evil Sodom - Gen. 19:1.

34.4 CONCLUSION:  It can be seen from the lifestyle of Samuel and Joseph that it 

Is possible to live a clean life even in an evil society or environment.  Jesus also lived on this evil planet for 33 years without sin.  As Christians who are the light and salt of the earth, we should live uncontaminated lives in any sin-contaminated environment.  We should not live like Lot who got contaminated by the lifestyle of Sodom to the extent that even after being rescued from there by the Lord, his wife who dearly loved Sodom, turned and became a Pillar of Salt. Remember Lot’s wife.
35.0 THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

WEEK EIGHTY-THREE:

MEMORY VERSE:

MATT. 24:35

35.1 INTRODUCTION:  Just as there were several signs preceding the first coming of Christ, so there are several signs concerning His second appearance.  In fact, there are about 2,500 prophecies that Jesus is coming again.  There were about 350 prophecies about His first advent.  (Read 2 Pet. 3:10).

35.2   1) GENERAL SIGNS

a) As it was in the days of Noah – Lk. 17:26-27; Matt. 24:35.

b) Signs in the sun, moon, stars and earth – Lk. 21:25; Joel 2:30-32.

35.3   2) POLITICAL SIGNS

(a) Wars and rumours of wars –Matt. 24:6.

(b) Nationalism, Kingdom against Kingdom – Matt. 24:7.

(c) Re-organization of Israel as a nation – Amos 9:11-15.

35.4 3) NATURAL SIGNS

(a) Famines – Matt. 24:7.

(b) Pestilences – Matt. 24:7 e.g. Epidemics like flue, cholera, HIV/AIDS, Cancer, Polio, etc.

(c) Earthquakes – Matt. 24:7.

(d) Disturbances – Lk. 21:26.

WEEK EIGHTY-FOUR:

MEMORY VERSE:

2 TIM. 3:1

35.5   4) SOCIAL SIGNS

(a) Speed –– This can be seen in technological advancements -  Nahum 2:4.

(b) Increase in knowledge – Dan. 12:4.

(c) Growth in crime – 2 Tim. 3:1.

(d) Divorce and immorality – 2 Tim. 4:3-5.

(e) Increase in juvenile delinquency – 2 Tim. 3:2.

(f) Industrial unrest – 2 Tim. 3:2.

(g) Immorality abounds – Isa. 4:1.

WEEK EIGHTY-FIVE:

MEMORY VERSE:

JN. 14:3

35.6   5) SUPERNATURAL SIGNS

(a) False Christs – Matt. 24:5.

(b) Spiritism and cults – 1 Jn. 2:18; Jude 17-19.

(c) Some would fall from the faith – 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Pet. 3:3.

(d) Some would have a form of godliness without the power – 2 Tim. 3:5.

(e) The out-pouring of the Holy Spirit - The Latter Rain  – Joel 2:28-30.

TIME OF APPEARANCE  - UNKNOWN Matt. 24:36; Mk. 13:32

But foretold by:

a. The Prophets – Dan. 7:13; Jude 14.

b. Jesus Himself – Matt. 25:31; Jn. 14:3.

c. The Apostles – Acts 3:20; 1 Tim. 6:14.

d. Angels – Acts 1:10-11.

WEEK EIGHTY-SIX:

MEMORY VERSE:

ACTS 1:9-11

35.7 IN WHAT MANNER IS JESUS COMING?
1. In the clouds – Matt. 24:30. 

2. In His glory – Matt. 25:31.

3. With power and great glory – Matt. 24:30.

4. Bodily as He ascended – Acts 1:9-11.

5. With a shout of the Archangel – 1 Thess. 4:16.

6. Suddenly –Matt. 24:44; Mk. 13:36; Lk. 12:10.

7. As a thief by night – 1 Thess. 5:2; 2 Pet. 3:10; Rev. 16:15.

8. As lightening – Matt. 24:27; 1 Cor. 15:52.

9. The dead in Christ will rise first – 1 Thess. 4:16-17; Jn. 5:28.

· Every eye shall see Him – Rev. 1:7.

· Blessedness of being prepared – Matt. 24; Lk. 12:37-38.

WEEK EIGHTY-SEVEN:

MEMORY VERSE:

1 JN. 3:2

35.8 HOW WE ARE TO PREPARE FOR HIM

Christians should:
1. Pray for His coming – Rev. 22:20.

2. Be patient – 2 Thess. 3:5; Jas. 5:7-8.

3. Be blameless –1 Cor. 1:8; 1 Thess. 3:13; 1 Thess. 5:23; Jude 24.

4. Be watchful – Matt. 24:1-2; Mk. 13:35-37; Lk. 21:36.

5. Shall see Him as He is – Jn. 3:2.

6. Shall be like Him – Phil. 3:21; 1 Jn. 3:2.

7. Shall appear with Him in glory – Col. 3:2.

8. Shall receive crowns of glory – Col. 3:2.

9. Shall reign with Him – Dan. 7:27; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 5:10; 20:6; 22:5.

10. Shall be raptured and translated – 1 Cor. 15:5-51; 1Thess. 4:13-18.

35.9.0 CONTRACTING MARRIAGE
WEEK EIGHTY-EIGHT:

MEMORY VERSE:

GEN. 2:24

35.9.1 WHAT IS MARRIAGE?

1. Marriage is simply the act of man and woman coming together in love as husband and wife.

2. It is a symbiotic association between a man and a woman in love.

3. It is the welding and gluing up of two personalities and two wills in love.

4. It is two individuals willingly blending with each other’s life, desiring to share with and thereby making the other complete. 

5. Marriage is the union of a man and a woman that legally and morally binds the two together for life.

6. It is a life-long relationship between two persons who live as one.

7. It is a fusion of two hearts, union of two lives, coming together of two tributaries which is to flow in the same direction, carrying the same responsibilities, burdens and obligations.

· It is the only institution by God before the fall of man.

35.9.2 WHAT MARRIAGE IS NOT

1. It is not just a written signed paper by a minister or a lawyer as a document to legalise sexual relations for two persons.

2. It is more than just co-habitation.

3. It is not two distinct corporations doing business under the same roof.

· Know that marriage either makes or mars a life.

WEEK EIGHTY-NINE:

MEMORY VERSE:
  1Cor.7:1

35.9.3 WHY MARRYING?

1. God has so directed – Gen. 2:24; Matt. 19:3-6; Eph. 5:28-31.

2. For procreation – Gen. 1:28; 9:1.

3. To help avoid fornication and also to control passion – 1 Cor. 7:1; 2:9.

4. For fellowship – (two are better than one) - Eccl. 4:9-12.

5. To make the man complete as he is incomplete without the woman. God said: “It is not good, that man should be alone …” Gen. 2:18.  Except in the case of celibacy, it is never good for the man to be alone – Matt. 19:11-12; 1 Cor. 7:7

6. Although God knows that man needs Him (God) first, He also knows that man needs an earthly helper hence the institution of marriage. 

7. Marriage, being the first institution established by God in man’s life should never be put asunder or looked down upon – Matt. 19:6.

	NB:
	Christ first miracle was performed at a wedding. When He comes back there will be a wedding feast – Rev. 19. It is therefore clear that God is interested in marriage. Pause to ask yourself why you want to marry or why you married.


WEEK NINETY:

MEMORY VERSE:

DEUT. 17:17

35.9.4 RIGHT MOTIVES IN CHOOSING A PARTNER

1. Is he/she a born again Christian?

2. Is it God’s will for me to marry this person?

3. Am I spiritually, mentally, physically and financially matured for marriage?

4. Is he/she my personal choice or he/she is being forced on me?

5. Have I been drawn to him/her only by physical beauty and not inner beauty?

6. Do I know myself well?  What are my goals, aims, likes and dislikes?

7. Are we like-minded?

8. Is our relationship a true love or like affairs?

35.9.5 WRONG MOTIVES IN CHOOSING A PARTNER

1. Parental or group pressures: Although parents or friends may be helpful, the final decision is to be made by you, as you are the one going in the marriage.

2. To command respect:  This may push you to marry even if you are not prepared physically, spiritually and financially.

3. Immaturity:  Some think that when they marry, they automatically become matured.  Don’t love marriage more than God, for there is no marriage in heaven.

4. Hasty decisions:  Some fear they may lose a particular gentleman/lady if they don’t marry immediately.  Avoid falling into a polygamous marriage – Deut. 17:17.

5. Emotional Erotic love:  A man may be drawn emotionally to a lady the very moment they meet and may mistake this for love. It may eventually lead to disappointments, disillusionment and infatuation.

6. Sex drive:  Learn to love the whole person and not just the sexual gratification.

7. Flirtation:  Some mistakenly have sex before marriage and think if they don’t marry the lady, then she has been cheated.

8. Financial gain:  Don’t marry for financial or social gain as this can easily put you into bondage.  E.g. if the lady is rich, the husband may play the work of a slave.

9. Don’t marry an unbeliever – Note that Marriage is not a “mission field”- Gen. 6:1-6; Prov. 5:1-11; 5:20; 1 Cor. 7:39; 2 Cor. 6:14-15; Deut. 7:3-4; Deut. 22:10. 

WEEK NINETY-ONE:

MEMORY VERSE:

PROV. 3:9-10

35.9.6 STEPS TOWARDS CHOICE MAKING

1. Prayer

2. Seek God’s face to be sure the person is a truly born-again Christian - Gen. 24:12-14.

3. Seek God’s guidance and be ready to obey His directions – Ps. 37; Prov. 3:9-10; Prov. 31:10-31; Prov. 3:5-6, 21-26.

4. See to obey God (Acts 5:29).  

35.9.7 HOW TO MAKE YOUR PROPOSALS KNOWN

1) By letter:  Though good, you may feel bad if not accepted thinking it will be shown to others.

2) Through the Pastor:  Though good, the lady may be compelled to accept, as she may not be willing to offend the Pastor if she thinks otherwise.

* Can you think of any better way of making the proposals known?

35.9.8 WRONG PROPOSAL METHODS

1. Visions: Some coerce their prospective partners to accept their proposals by giving them visions. But it must be noted that visions may be either true or induced. The other party must also have a vision to agree or confirm the vision the partner may claim to have had.  Ananias’s vision agreed with that of Paul.  Peter’s vision agreed with that of Cornelius.

2. Exaggeration:  Some may project themselves as being big people and make big vows and promises which may later only prove to be false e.g. travelling abroad or buying a car, etc. Such exaggerated promises may have to be stopped as it only leads to disillusionment. 

35.10 DOWRY OR CUSTOMARY RITES

  This must be performed according to the accepted customs and culture – Gen. 29:20-23; Gen. 34:12; Gen. 24:53; Ex. 22:17; Jos. 15:18.

CONCLUSION:  It has been observed that to contract marriage is not an easy thing. Prospective couples must therefore consider and prepare for it very well. It is unfortunate that some spend too much time preparing for the wedding day instead of the life-long marriage itself.

WEEK NINETY-TWO:

MEMORY VERSE:
DEUT. 27:16

36.0 PARENTS-CHILDREN RELATIONSHIP 

Parent-children relationship has since creation been a big problem.  Our present generation with its advanced technology and the demands of Human Rights laws (which sometimes makes it a crime to properly discipline children) makes it even more difficult.  Thank God the Bible is there to provide guidance. Sometimes it becomes even more difficult when Biblical directive clashes with human rights demands. 

36.1 WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS TO CHILDREN

1. “Honour your father and mother, so that you may live long…” - Ex. 20:12.

2. Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death – Ex.  21:17.

3. Cursed is the man who dishonours his father or his mother – Deut. 27:16.

4. If a man curses his father or mother, his lamp will be snuffed out (extinguished) in pitch darkness – Prov. 20:20.

5. Listen my son, to your father’s instruction – Prov. 4:1.

6. A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish son grief to his mother – Prov. 10:1.

7. A wise son heeds his father’s instruction – Prov. 13:1.

8. A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish man despises his mother – Prov. 15:20.

9. Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates correction is stupid – Prov. 12:1.

10. Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right – Eph. 6:1.

WEEK NINETY-THREE:

MEMORY VERSE:

PROV. 19:18

36.2 WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS TO PARENTS

1. Discipline your son, when there is hope but do not discipline him to death – Prov. 19:18.

2. He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him, is careful to discipline him – Prov. 13:24.

3. Discipline your son, and he will give you peace – Prov. 29:17.

4. Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod, he will not die.  Punish him with the rod and save his soul from death – Prov. 23:13-14.

5. Do not degrade your daughter by making her a prostitute – Lev. 19:29.

· How do we expose our children to sexual immorality?  Discuss.

6. Don’t cover the sins of your children – Deut. 21:18-21. In what ways do we cover the sins of our children?

7. Pray daily for your children – Job 1:5.

8. Do not exasperate (rouse to anger) your children but bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord – Eph. 6:4.

9. Do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged – Col. 3:21.

10. If a Christian parent is not providing for his children, he is worse than an unbeliever – 1 Tim. 5:8.

11. David failed to discipline his son Adonijah – (1Kgs. 1:5-6). When David died, Adonijah was looking to take over David’s wife – (1 Kgs. 2:17) and was killed as a result – (1 Kgs. 2:24-25).

WEEK NINETY-FOUR:

MEMORY VERSE:

COL. 3:21

36.3 HOW TO SPOIL YOUR CHILDREN

           IF YOU WANT YOUR CHILDREN TO SPOIL, DO THE FOLLOWING:

1. Discipline them without love.

2. Love them too much without discipline.

3. Give them all they want. Know that there is a difference between needs and wants.

4. Make all the decisions for them.

5. Just shout and threaten them without spanking.

6. Make them over-depend on you and not on God.

7. Criticize everybody before them.

8. Let your wife dominate and control you so that the children see no father’s image and respect for you.

9. Avoid dealing with their problems.

10. Be disappointed by their problems and behaviour and ignore them.

11. Don’t assign them any responsibilities at home and think you might over-work them.

12. Always discipline without commendation.

13. Encourage your daughter to wear seducive dresses.

14. Lie to them by not keeping your promises.

15. Never show outward sign of love and affection.

16. Keep pornographic materials at home thinking that will make them grow faster.

17. Over-react with extremity to their slightest mistakes

18. Be too busy and neglect them.

19. Never pray, study the Bible or go to Church with them.

20. Get a divorce.

CONCLUSION:  Parents-children relationship is a very important issue as has been pointed out. All efforts must be made to properly train the children and maintain a good relationship with them, bearing in mind the fact that a spoilt child is a nuisance and danger to the family, society and the whole nation.  PARENTS, SIT UP!!

37.0 JONAH – THE RELUCTANT WITNESS
WEEK NINETY-FIVE:
MEMORY VERSE:
  MATT. 28:18

37.1 INTRODUCTION:  In this study we are going to look at the life of Jonah, his  

disobedience to witness for God and to apply the lessons learnt from his story to our Christian lives.

a. Jonah means Dove.

b. His father’s name was Amittai.

c. His hometown was Gath-Hepher in the tribe of Zebulun – 2 Kgs. 14:25.

d. What was his commission?  Chapter 1Verse 2.

e. What is the Lord’s commission to Christians? – Mk. 16:15.

f. Why did Jonah not want to go to preach in Niniveh?  - Jonah 4:2.

g. Why do we fail to obey God’s great commission?  Discuss.

h. Jonah ran to Tarshish.  To where have we been running?  What have been keeping us from witnessing readily to unbelievers?  Discuss.

i. God punished Jonah, the reluctant witness with a storm.  What storms (problems) come our way as a result of our reluctance towards God’s work?  Discuss.

j. Jonah was found asleep by the captain of the ship.  In what ways do Christians sleep when unbelievers are encircled by the tyrannies of sin and hell? Discuss.

k. In Chapter 4 verse 5, the unbelievers lost a great deal of possessions. In what ways do our reluctance to witness affect unbelievers?  Discuss.

WEEK NINETY SIX

MEMORY VERSE MK. 16:15

READ JONAH 1:1

l. In verse 5, Jonah, the sleeping witness had caused the unbelievers to call on strange gods.  How does the sleeping Christian contribute to the promotion of sin, cults, idolatry, social vices, etc?  Discuss.

m. When the reluctant witness was in the ship, the people called on strange gods – verse 5.  Later after being thrown out of the ship, the people started sacrificing to the God of heaven in verse 16; what brought about this sudden change?  Discuss.

n. Take the ship for a “Church”. In what ways do we prevent unbelievers from repenting?  Discuss.

o. Whenever a “Jonah” is found in the “Church” (ship) what should be done to him?  Discuss.

	NOTE:
	Jonah went down to Joppa – verse 3; went down into the ship – verse 3; went down into sides of the ship – verse 5; down into the sea, down into the fish. (KJV).


p. From Chapter 4:2, it can be seen that Jonah was a blood thirsty, self-centered and jealous prophet who, though a preacher, did not care about the lives of over 120,000 people of Nineveh.  In what ways are we like Jonah?  Discuss.

q. Do you think Jonah had passion for souls? Do we? Discuss.

r. What normally prevents us from witnessing for the Lord?

s. From Chapter 4:2, it can be seen that Jonah loved Israel but had no concern for the other nations. Why do you think he did that?

WEEK NINETY-SEVEN:


MEMORY VERSE:

EPH. 4:29

38.0 YOUR TONGUE NEEDS HEALING
People are normally seen rushing to places for physical healing from divers diseases and sicknesses.  We are yet to see anyone who would ask for prayer for his tongue to be healed. However, far more than we realise, our tongue needs healing more than most parts of the body.  It is hoped that this study would help us realise how sick the tongue can be and also explore how we can get it healed.

38.1   1. WHAT IS THE TONGUE?

It is the flexible, movable muscular organ in the mouth used in talking, tasting, licking and swallowing.  It is the facility of utterance.  The Bible labels it as “fire” – James 3:6.  

	NB:
	Imagine what would happen if human beings did not have tongues.  Give some examples of what would have happened.


38.2 2. THE POWER OF THE WRONGLY USED TONGUE

a. It is like the pen of a skilful writer – Ps. 45:1.

b. It plots destruction and it is like a sharpened razor – Ps. 52:2.

c. It is a deadly arrow when wrongly used – Jer. 9:3.

d. It has power of life and death – Prov. 18:21.

e. It can attack and kill – Jer. 18:18.

f. It can corrupt and stain the whole body – Jas. 3:6.

WEEK NINETY-EIGHT:

MEMORY VERSE:

PROV. 20:20

g. It is a restless evil  - Jas. 3:8.

h. It is full of deadly poison – Jas. 3:8.

i. It can curse – Jas. 3:9-10.

j. It can sack and set things on fire – Jas. 3:6.

k. It makes people to stumble often – Jas. 3:2.

l. It makes people to boast often – Jas. 3:5.

m. It is the agent for telling lies and can crush the spirit – Prov. 15:4.

n. It is the agent mostly used to express evil thoughts, feelings, emotions and deeds.  It can stir anger – Prov. 15:1; Prov. 25:23.

o. It often helps people to fumble and sin – Prov. 20:20; Prov. 10:19; Prov. 13:13; Prov. 20:19; Prov. 18:13.

p. It can pierce like a sword – Prov. 12:18.

WEEK NINETY-NINE:

MEMORY VERSE:

COL. 4:6

39.0 1.  THE POWER OF WORDS IN THE BOOK OF PROVERBS

a. The mouth of fools invite ruin – Prov. 10:4.

b. The lips of the righteous nourish many – Prov. 10:21.

c. The lips of the righteous know what is fitting – Prov. 10:32.

d. A kind word cheers people up – Prov. 12:25.

e. A gentle answer turns away wrath – Prov. 15:1.

f. A harsh answer stirs up anger – Prov. 15:1.

g. A timely word is good – Prov. 15:23.

h. A wicked man pours out evil – Prov. 15:28.

i. Kings like the words of honest and truthful men – Prov. 16:13.

j. Pleasant words are sweet – Prov. 16:24.

k. A man of knowledge uses words with restraint – Prov. 17:27.

WEEK ONE HUNDRED:

MEMORY VERSE:

MATT. 12:36

l. A fool becomes wise when he learns to use words properly – Prov. 17:28.

m. There is no hope for the one with flattering tongue – Prov. 28:23.

n. Every idle word is punishable – Matt. 12:36.

39.1   2.  THE FRUITS OF A HEALED TONGUE

a. It is a choice silver – Prov. 10:20

b. It can bring healing – Prov. 12:18.

c. It can commend knowledge – Prov. 15:2, 67.

d. It can break bones – Prov. 25:25.

e. It is a tree of life – Prov. 15:4.

f. It is used to speak the righteousness of God – Prov. 35:28.

CONCLUSION:  It has been observed how a mere word from your mouth can cause a great havoc or bring relief. It is important therefore that before we speak we ask ourselves these questions: How am I using my tongue? Does what I am going to say please the Lord? Also evaluate your conversation and utterances by asking these questions: What percentage of my words is negative (destructive) and what percentage are positive (encouraging)? Have you uttered some words recently you now wished should not have uttered? What are you going to do about your tongue from now? List 10 things. Resolve with David:  “I will watch my ways and keep my   tongue form sin; I will put a muzzle on my mouth”.
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