THE YOUTH MINISTRY IN PERSPECTIVE
AN OVERVIEW OF THE YOUTH MINISTRY IN CANADA, 1994 - 2004
Not to us, O LORD, not to us but to your name be the glory,

because of your love and faithfulness. Psalms 115:1

YOUTH! ARISE AND SHINE

YOUTH! REMEMBER YOUR CREATOR NOW

YOUTH! WE ARE THE FUTURE LEADERS OF GOD’S CHURCH

HISTORY

The Youth Ministry in Canada begun in 1994 in North York, Ontario when the presbytery, based on Children's Movement recommendations,  realized that teenagers, especially those who had been passed out of the Sunday school,  were not growing spiritually or showing much interest in the church and its activities. "YOUTH--- LIVING FOR CHRIST" was our motto and our primary aim was to get the youth to know God intimately and be interested in the church. 

We started at 4265 Weston Road with fourteen teenagers led by Elder Eric Boateng (then National Children’s Movement Leader ) and later by Deaconess Georgina Kusi-Akyampong. Among the initial fourteen members were:  Philip Otchere, Emmanuel Frimpong, Kofi Agyemang, Maria Ayetey, Richard Adjei, Sarah Adjei, Bright Frimpong, Paul Asante, Esther Owusu, Naomi Appenteng, Yvonne Fosu, Noreen Fosu, Samuel Osei-Bonsu, and Joseph Mensah.

Under the leadership of Apostle Osei Bonsu and Apostle Ackah-Baidoo, we sent our progress reports to the International Headquarters in Accra. In 1996, the General Council of the Church of Pentecost International officially endorsed the creation of the Youth Ministry as a Movement in the Church and appointed a Youth Director. In 1998, the then International Youth Director, Rev. Daniel Noble-Atsu, visited us with the introduction of a new slogan: YOUTH ! ARISE AND SHINE, YOUTH!  REMEMBER YOUR CREATOR NOW.

Over the years, Youth Ministries were established as the church in Canada expanded into cities like Montreal, Scarborough, Hamilton, Ottawa, Vancouver, Mississauga, Brampton, London Ontario, and Calgary.   So far, we have ministered to nearly a thousand youth between ages 13 and 27 – classified as either Teenagers or Young Adults.  Our membership currently stands at over 800 with over 40 leaders.

GRATITUDE
As we celebrate a decade of ministry, we give praise to the Almighty God for the great things He has done with the Youth Ministry and what He continues to do.

We want to thank the National Council as well as the district and local presbyteries for their support for the youth ministry. We cannot overemphasize how the presence of our apostles, pastors, elders, deacons, and deaconesses at our programs inspire us. May God bless you all. 

To all the youth leaders -both past and present- we say, “bravo, and God richly bless you”.  To the youth we say, “God bless you for availing yourselves as vessels of honor.”
PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Through the Youth Ministry, many young people in the church have matured spiritually and are on fire for God, whereas formerly they used to roam around church buildings, fight with each other, socialize, or simply refused to attend church. Most of the youth have accepted Christ as Lord and personal savior, have been baptized both by immersion and by the Holy Ghost and are communicants.   Nearly all assemblies have regularly scheduled bible study and prayer meetings for the spiritual growth of the youth. Go to any assembly and you will see youth who are actively serving as Sunday school teachers, instrumentalists, choristers, worship leaders, etc.
Our mentoring programs (e.g  Esther Generation, Radiant Ladies, Guys of Excellence in the Greater Toronto Area and Prayer Buddies in Vancouver,  etc.) are allowing the youth to be each other’s  keeper.

Academically,  a majority of youth members over 23 have completed their postsecondary education and graduate degrees in various disciplines.  
Over the years, several conferences, camps, seminars, career fairs, and Youth week programs have been successfully held at the National, local, and district levels. We always come back from our camp meetings having experienced the presence of the Lord.

Our programs have increased the biblical knowledge of our members through in-depth teachings from various guest speakers. These programs also gave the youth the opportunity to minister to the church. 

We have toured such interesting places as Wonderland, Marineland, Niagara Falls, and various other amusement parks. We have been exposed to the ministries of Billy Graham, Benny Hinn, John Hagee, Freedom Village, Youth for Christ, and Missionfest. 

The youth are not just active in the church but are making positive contributions in their various communities. We have held outreach programs in prisons and malls and have volunteered in several community charities.

CHALLENGES

There were times we faced numerous challenges which threatened the growth of the Youth ministry but God has always been faithful.

Our main challenge has been the lack of support from the adult congregation.  Nowadays the church leadership is seriously concerned about the Youth Ministry and each assembly is doing its best to strengthen their Youth Ministries.  However we still have parents who consider the youth “bad” and look down upon them. We still have those who think their teens would become bad by attending youth meetings so they forbid them from coming to meetings. We still have those who don’t want to invest (whether financially, or otherwise) in the youth.
Though not every youth member is “good”, the fact that many lives are being impacted for the better shows that the Youth Ministry is a positive influence in the youth’s lives.  

May we please ask our parents to encourage rather than look down upon the youth. Let us not forget that the challenges the youth face in today’s world are great and sometimes overwhelming for them to handle. 
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

The question now is where do we go from here?

To the youth, 1 John says 2:14b states: "I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one."  Sadly, some of the youth we started with have fallen away from the faith.  Others have let immorality, worldliness, and materialism take away their first love. Let us resist the tendency to fall, but rather allow the word of God to dwell in us so that we can continue to overcome the devil and the world.
No more should the youth come to church and behave as spectators or mourners at a funeral but should participate fully in the activities of the Church.  For David said "I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of God..." Let us therefore put away apathy when matters of the church and spiritual things are concerned. Let us give ourselves to the service of the church and the community, and I believe out of us will come great men and women of God including apostles, prophets, pastors, evangelists, elders, deaconess, deaconesses, movement leaders, etc. in our generation. 

We must continue to be strong and strive for excellence in our personal lives. We must excel in our studies and places of work. Let us be the Daniels, Esthers, and Josephs of today who excel in great things because God is with us.  We are more than conquerors through CHRIST who strengthens us. 

We need to strengthen our evangelism, especially to non-Ghanaians. Let us, therefore, talk to our neighbors, classmates, co-workers and whoever we come in contact with about God. 

To the Parents, we urge you to be good mentors to the youth. Please take time to read the scripture and pray with teenagers at home. 
Please support the youth ministry in every way possible by attending youth ministry programs and dropping or picking up your teens at our programs. You could also give financially to support the Youth Ministry.
CONCLUSION

Titus 2:6-7 states   “Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled. In everything set them an example by doing what is good…” 

The youth you see now will become leaders of the church in a few years’ time. What support and legacy is the adult membership leaving for them as the future church?

God has been good to us through our first decade.  I pray that in the next decades to come, we would continue to see a generation that knows God and is on fire for God in every area of their lives. May the youth continue to remember their Creator, arise and shine, and live as the future leaders of God’s church. 
Long live the Youth Ministry. God bless you.
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